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speaking on the Address-in-reply, expressed
the opinion that when pastoral areas were
being  tramsferred, the Government should
have the first right to buy them. I am in
hearty agreement with such a poliey. When
pastoral land of known quality such as that
in the Murchison and Gascoync areas is to
be dQigposed of by the original holders, the
State should have the first opportunity to
buy it. We talk of peopling our vast empty
spaces: we talk of increased production; these
and other such platitudes we have heard for
many years and yet we have arcas of land
capable of carrying ten times the popula-
tion and twenty times the number of sheep
still being held up in tracts of a million
acres in those particular localities. Tt is about
time a decision was reached regarding the
proposed purchase of the Midland conces-
sion. Aleng the Midland Railway 2 econsid-
erable area of good land is still available.
Acre for aere that land is as good as the
land of the Great Southern, where, under
Government control, a series of compara-
tively large towns have sprung up at about
every thirty miles, towns that are the eentres
of prosperous and thriving districta.  The
same thing would apply to the Midlapnd
lands if they were opened up and controlled
by the Government,

Lieut.-Col. Denton: There are 250,000
acres of first-class land in the Midland area
to-day.

Mr, WILLCOCK: That land should be
brought inte cultivation,

Lieut-Col. Denton; It is very suitable for
group settlement,

Mr. WILLCOCK: It is suitable for agri-
cultural development of any description. The
largest area of uncccupied land in the State
is gituated along the Midland line.  The
land there has been proved hundreds of times
over. Tt is heing held wp becawse advances
cannot be made against it by the Agrienltural
Bank. It is excellent land. “If it were
brought under the purview of the bank it
would ail be wtilised, and brought into pro-
duction to a2 greater extent than at present.
It is time we reviewed our poliey in this
respect. If the Midland Railway Company
is prepared fo sell iis vacant lands io the
State at a fair and reasonable price, the price
ghould be paid, If it is not prepared to do
this the Government should lave no com-
punction about using every legitimate means
of making the company do so. There is a
quarter of 5 million acres of first-class land, a
large area of second-elass land, and a million
acreg of third-elass land held up by the selfish
greed of a private company, which wants to
make as much as possible out of the State.
Parliament should take every means possible
to bring the company to its senses. The
land was granted in the first case under defi-
nite conditions. Not one of these conditions
has been carried out, and the methods of
finpance employed by the company in the
early stages should have brought it within
the clutehes of the law, and might have done
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so but for the friends it had at court. We
esunot afford to allow this state. of affairs
to continue, Already we have Government
utilities such as sehools, police, doctors, ete.,
in the area, and everything of that sorf ready
for settlement, The Government have spent
enormous sumng of money in opening up areas
a tremendous distance from our sea-board,
while this company has been reaping advant-
ages out of (he State. If the Midland Rail-
way were worth anything as an asset I should
not he surprised at the atttinde of the com-
pany, but it is making nothing out of the
raitway though a good deal out of the land.
Much more, however, could be done with the
land if it were taken over by the Government.
The settlers are not allowed to exploit their
holdings as they should otherwisc be able to
do, and the development of one of the biggest
agrieultural provinces in the State is being
kept back. T hope before the debate econ-
ctudes the Premier will make the statement
he should have made earlier, and tell us what
the land policy of the Government is, where
the land is that will be made available for
settlers undor the immigration poliey, and
what is to be done in the matter of land
development generally.

Progress reported.

[House adjourned at 10.47 p.m.]

Tegislative Essembly,

Wednesduy, 19th September, 1923
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QUESTION-—DEPARTMENTAL RE-
PLIES, TRAXNSMISSION,

Mr. TEESDALE asked the Premier: Will
he give a general instruction to heads of de-
bartments that in all matters introduced by
members, the department veplies thereto be
conveyed through the said members?

The PREMIER replied: Yes.

QUESTION—WATER SUPPLY,

LEONORA.
Mr. HERON asked the Minister for
Works: 1, What was the amount of revenue

received from the Leowora water supply for
years ended 30th June, 1919, 30th June, 192U,
30th June, 1921, 30th June, 1922, 30th June,
1923% 2, What was the expenditure for the
same periods, excluding head office charges
and intercst? What was the expenditure for
the above periods on head office charges and
interest?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS :eplied :
1, 2 and 3, The reply is too long to read with-
out taxing the patience of the House, s0 ¥
propose to lay it as a return oa the Table of
the House.

QUESTION—LOCOMOTIVES,
PURCHASE.

Mr. DAVIES asked the Minister for Rail-
ways: 1, Has his attention becn drawn to the
paragraph headed ‘‘38.—Locomotive Power,’’
in the last report of the Commissioner of
Railways, which states: ‘I have recom-
mended that ten heavy locomotives included
in this replacement programme be ordered as
early as possible’’? 2, Is it to be taken that
the locomotives mentioned are to be ordered
ahread? 3, [f so, do the Government agree
with the poliecy of ordering locomotives
abroad?

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS re-
plied: 1, Yes. 2, Yes, 3, Yes, if it is be-
yond the capacity of the available plant and
machinery to produce them, as is explained
in the paragraph of the Commissioner’s re-
port referred to. -

QUESTION —RATLWAY STAFF,
BONUSES.

. Mr. WILLCOCK asked the Minister for
Railways: 1, Have any bonuses or extra
payments (excluding overtime and allowances)
been made since the 1st January, 1923, {o
members of the Railway staff outside those
recommended by the Suggestions Board? 2,
If so, what are (a) the names of the recipi-
ents, (b) the amounts received, and (c) the
reasons why granted?

The MINISTER FOR RAILWATS re-
pliad: 1, Yes. 2, (a) and (b) Names of

recipients and amounts received: (i), Max-
well, F., chairman Suggestions and Eecono-
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mies Board, £70. (ii.) Dromfield, w. H,,
member Suggsstions and Economies Board,
£20; (iii) Backshall, E, G., member Sugges-
tions and Economies Board, £45; (iv),
Loutit, J. F.,, membar Suggestions and
Economies Board, £20; (v) Price, P.H.,
member Suggestions and Economies Board,
£20; (vi) Gibbons, C. M., advertising agent,
£40; (vii) Hickey, L., assistant to adver-
tising agent, £30; (viii) Wilson, J. R,, as-
sistant to advertising agent, £30; (ix)
Treacy, F. A., goods agent, Perth, £50; (x)
Seldon, O., siation-master, Kalgoorlie, £25;
(xi) Campbell, J. N, clerk-in-charge, Port
Hedland, £50; (xii.) Drew, J. W, Clerk in
Charge, Cloak Room, £10; (e} (i, ii, i, iv
and v) members of Suggestions and Econo-
mics Board; special dutics ouiside those of
ordinary hours and classification; (vi, vii and
viii} advertising section—exceptionally good
results from work performed; (ix) valuable
suggestions for improvements in method of
working goods traffic; (x) for services whilst
relieving the District Traffic Superintendent
during 1920, 1921, and 1922; (xi} meritorions
services rendered since the opening of Port
Hedland-Marble Bar railway; (xii) recog-
nition of specizl services in connection with
sales of lost property.

BILLS (2)—FIRST READING.

1, Control of Rents.
Introduced by Mr, Hughes.

2, Workers' Compensation Act Amendment.
Introduced by Mr. Marshall,

MOTION—GOVERNMENT INSTITU-
TIONS MEAT CONTRACTS.

McCALLUM  (South  Fremantle)
I move—

Mr.
[4.37]:
That q seleet commitice be appointed to
inguire into and report upon the supply of
meatl by contract to Government inslitu-
tions, and whether the terms of such con-
tracts are being complied with.

There has already been a deal of discussion
here, and some comsiderable correspondence
between the Government and outside organ-
isations, on this topie. Therefore I do not
know that it is necessary for me to traversoe
again all the ground that has been covered.
The complaint originally arese through the
Fremantle Trades Hall approaching the Gov-
ernment and stating they had advice that
frozen meat was being supplied to Govern-
ment institutions under the terms of contracts
which provided for fresh meat, and that the
contractor was receiving payment for fresh
meat while puoiting in frozen meat. It is to
be clearly understood that neither those whe
make the charge, nor I, take the point that
frozen meat is inferior to fresh, at all events
to a marked degree. The point upon which
the objection is based is that frozen meat is
much cheaper than fresh meat, and that the
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eontractor was purchasing frozen meat at a
cheaper price than fresh meat and was re-
tailing the frozen meat to the public at a
mueh lower price than he was charging the
Government; tbat, in faet, the contractor
was charging the Government the same price
for frozen meat as for fresh. If he ecould
retail frozen meat to the public at a sub-
stantially reduced figure, how comes it that
he charged the State the same price for it as
for fresh meatf

The Colonial Secretary: Have you any evi-
dence that any frozen meat was supplied®

Mr. MeCALLUM: That statement has
been put up by letter to the Minister con-
cerned, and it has been repeatedly asserted
that such is the case. I believe that sofficient
evidence can casily be adduced.

The Colonial Secretary: Onmly by the mover
of the motion.

Mr., McCALLUM: The Government have
more than one letter from the Fremantle
Trades Hall en this subject. That organisa-
tion was answered in the first instance by the
Minister for Agriculture, under whose notice
the matter came before it was ever brought
to the attention of the Colonial Secretary.
I think the Minister for Agricnlture dealt
with it in the capacity of Acting Premier,
during the Premier’s absence. The reply was
that inquiries had been made, and that on
certain oceasions chilled meat had been sup-
plied, but that en no occasion bad frozen
meat been put in. Upon receipt of that re-
ply the Fremantle Trades Hall conveyed a
resolution to the Minister for Agriculture
urging inguiry. We have the admission that
chilled meat was supplied; but, if my infor-
mation is correet, there is no chilled meat in
this country.

The Colonial Secretary: That was a mis-
understanding altogether,

Mr. MeCALLUM: The information given
to the Fremantie Trades Hall is pretty defi-
nitely to the cffect that frozen meat has been
supplied. Further, it is definitely asserted
that frozen meat has been supplied to the
Hospital for Insane at Claremont.

Mr. Underwood: Who stated that?

Mr. McCALLUM: That point can he as-
certained during the inquiry.

Hon, P. Collier: Let us have it proved by
inquiry. We cannot prove it here.

Mr. MeCALLUM: I do not think T am
called upon to state here who made the asser-
tion, but it has been made.  The present
object is to ascertain whether the assertion
is well fourded or not. Not only shouid that
be done in the interests of the Government,
but in the interests of the contractor too. A
serious charge has been made, and if it iz not
correct the contractor has a right to have his
character cleared. Surely the Government
should express themselves as quite willing to
have the suggested inquiry made. The Gov-
ernment should want to kaow whether or not
the terms of the contract are being complied
with. That question can only be decided by
inquiry. I believe evidence will be forth-
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coming that the charges made by the Fre-
mantle Trades Hall are well founded. If
that turns out to be so, then the Government
shonld be placed in a position to safeguard
themselves for the future, and to make sure
that they get what they pay for. In connee-
tion with these contracts there used to be
alternative prices for frozen meat and fresh,
but that is not so in the case of the present
contract, which provides for only one clasa
of meat—fresh meat—and at only one price.
At the time alternative prices were asked for,
there was very little difference between the
price of frozen and that of fresh meat. Very
little frozen meat was coming inte this mar-
ket before the Wyndham Meat Works began
to consign to the metropolitan area. Bnt
when supplies from Wyndham began to arrive
here, tliere was a considerable difference be--
tween the two prices. Strange to say, the
Governmeut Tender Board them ecalled for
only one class of meat—fresh—and did not
ask tenderers to submit alternative priees
for fresh meat and frozen, I am advised
that on many occasions frozen meat has Beed
supplied instead of fresh under the existing
contract, and that repeatedly at least two-
thirds of the supply to the Hospital for In-
sane has been frozen meat.

The Premier: Where did that frozen meat
come from¥

Mr. MeCALTUM: A good deal of it comes
from the Eastern States. There is no frees-
ing of mutton in this State, but frozen mutton
comes from the Eastern States. I have re-
peatedly aeen it unloaded. Very seldom does
an KEastern States boat come in without
bringing a quantity of frozen meat, no douhé
under forward contracts for considerable
sepplies. At least, that is not so much the
case sinee the price of meat has risen in the
Eastern States, where it is now dearer than
it is here.

Mr, Teesdale: Is that chilled or frozen®

Mr. MeCALLUM: Frozen. The Eastern
States boats cannot carry chilled meat.

The Colonial Secretary: Are you sure this
does not arigse from trade jealousy?

Mr. McCALLUM: After the inquiry the
Minister himself will be satisfied that it has
not arigen from trade jealousy. The charges
are too definite for that. Rivalry between
buginess firms may have brought matters to
a hend, but eannot aceount for the making
of the charges. I am not particularly con-
cerned about what gives rise to the charges;
the question is are the statements correct?
I have been present at meetings in Fre-
mantle where men have been very definite
in their statements as to what they have seen,
what they have handled and what they know
to be going on. I want to find out whether
the information supplied by those men to
responsible organisations is eorrect. If it
be correct, somecne should be held respon-
sible for what is going on Ir some Gov-
ernment departments there is quite a good
inspection of the stores. For instance, there
would be no chance of getting frozen meat
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mte “Woarnloo, for there cverything has te
be passed before beiug acrepted. A dif-
ferent system prevails in some other Gov-
emnment institutions. I have not suggested
that frozen meat should be regarded as
unfit for comsumption, or indeed, that it
shouldd not be included in Government
contracts. That is oot the point. The
contractor supplying the Government insti-
tutions has issucd a dodger, offering to the
{ public frozen meat at prices considerably
below those charged for fresh meat.

The Colonial Sceretary: There i3 no harm
in his doing that.

Mr. McCALLUM: No. But if he offers
those redeced prices to the publie, the Gov-
ernment alse should have the benefit of them,
Of course, the point is that if he be supply-
ing to thc department frozem meat at the
price of fresh meat, he is putting in some-
thing that he sells te the publie at a con-
siderably lower price.

Mr. Underwood: And he is doing that
with the connivance of a Government officer.

Mr. McCALLUM: I do not kmow that.

I asked the Minister whether any Govern-
ment offlicer was responsible for passing the
meat, but T cannot determine from his answer
whether anybody is actonally told off to
see that the terms of the contract are com-
plied with, T suppese the kitchen hands or
whoever takes delivery of the meat cannot
be held rvesponsible for the earrying out of
the terms of contract, since those terms would
be unknown to such persons. Whether any
inspectors are supposed to pass the meat
" ought to be inquired into. Anyhow, we only
want to get at the truth, In view of the
definite statements made an inquiry would
be in the interests of both sides.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY (Hon. R.
5. Sampson—Swan) [4.51): I do not intead
io oppese the motion. The Government have
only onc objeet in view, namely, to see that
the inmates of the institutions get the best
possible. I agree with the hon. member that
it i3 not a question of the relative value of
frozen meat and fresh meat; the question is
whether the contractor is observing the con-
ditions of his contract. Since there is sus-
picion that those conditions are not being
observed, the motion appears to be justified.
T have been asked whether anyone is respon-
sible for receiving the meat. I am advised
that it is received by a responsible employee,
and that in no imstance has frozen meat been
accepted. It is easy to distinguish between
frozen meat and fresh meat.

Hon. P. Collier: A lavman can do it.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: Yes; the
appearance of the one i3 quite different from
that of the other. Whether these rumours
arc the result of trade jealousy, I am unable
to say.

Hon. P. Collier: I have had statements
made to me hy men of probity. The question
can only be resolved by an inquiry.

The COLONTAL SECRETARY: The Gor-
ernment welcome the motion. If frozen meat

is being delivered to the iunstitutions we want
to know it, in order to punish the guilty,
and take steps to prevent a repetition of the
offence.

Mr. UNDERWOOD (Pilbara) {4.55):
After the statements made und the contra-
dictions of those statements, an inquiry is
warranted. But the member for Sbuth Fre-
mantle {Mr, MeCallum), whom we know as
bringing forward the charges, should most
certainly not be chairman of that inquiry.
Ruther should he be the first witness.

Hon. P. Collier: You are late in the day
in discovering that.

Mr. UNDERWOQOOD: I discovered it as
soon as notiee of the motion was given. It
is right enough for the hon. member to say
e has heard these things; all that we, as
Parliament, have heard are fthe statements
of the hon. member. Thercfore, to make the
hon. member chairman of a committee of
inguiry would be to bring ridicule on the
House.

Hon. P. Collier: Then the House has been
bringing ridicule on itself for the past quarter
of a century.

My, UTNDERWOQD: It is all right for the
Leader of the Opposition to say that, but it
carries no weight, nor is it an answer to my
objection. The memher for South Fremantle
said it was right that the contractor should
have his character cleared. Tt is quite right
also that the statcments made by the hon.
member should he inquired into. That being
g0, the hon, member is not the right man to
have as chairman of the committee. As a
matter of faet, he should be the first witness
to be called by the committee.

Mr. Johnston: I wish you could impress
your view on the Upper House,

Mr. UNDERWOOD: If T were a member
of that Honse I would endeavour to do so.
I am now endeavouring to impress my view
om the House of which T am a member. I
agree that this is not a question whether
frozen meat is inferior to fresh meat. It is
altogether beside the question to talk about
ehilled meat. It may be informative to the
House if T say that every bit of ehilled beef
that c¢an be brought from Wyndham under
our present shipping arrangements, is con-
sumced in the metropolitan area. IFf we had
ships to bring more Wyndham beef, it would
still be consumed here, without any com-
plaint at all. Talk about supplies from
Wyndham has no bearing on the case. More-
over, reference to chilled and frozen meat
is largely camouflage. Many people think
there is a difference between chilled and
frozer meat. As a matter of fact 20 meat
is subjected to a lower degree of temperature
than is necessary to preserve it.  Call it
chilled or frozen, it is all the same. Infin-
itely more frozen meat is coming from the
Eastern States than from Wyndham.

The Colonial Secretary: The trade reecog-
nise the distinction,

Mr. UNDERWOOD: Because thg trade
may have some fresh meat that they desire
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to keep for only a day or two, but no meat
is reduced to a lower temperature than is
necessary to preserve it. That is quite ob-
vious.

The Minister for Mines: It is necessary to
have a lower tempcrature to freeze than to
chill meat.

Mr. UNDERWOOD: It is necessary to
reduce it to a lower temperature to preserve
it for a longer period. Those who talk about
chilled and frozen meat have given no con-
sideration to the question.

Mr. MeCallum: Have not they?

Mr. UNDERWOOD: Certain statements
have been made by the member for South
Fremantle and we have to deal with them.
They have been flatly contradicted by the
Minister and by the contractor who supplied
the meat. An inguiry must take into consid-
eration the honesty of o Government servant.
All T am protesting against is that the man
who made the accnsation in this House is
going to be chairman of the committee, Aec-
cording to British practice and all ideas of
British fair play, it is not right that a man
should be hoth accuser and judge. Therefore
the member for South Fremantle should not
be chairman of the committee. He should
not be on the committee.

The Minister for Mines: That is not, quite
the position, He might form another epinion
after hearing the evidence.

Hon, T. Walker: He would be obliged to
judge on the faects.

Mr. UNDERWOOD: The acecuser is the
member for South Fremantle.

Hon. T. Walker: He <oes not acease; he
merely says certain things have been done.

Mr. UNDERWOOD: Most emphatically
he did accuse the contrnctor of supplying
frozen meat, and inferentially accused a Gov-
ernment servant of receiving frozem meat,

Hon, P. Collier: He said statements had
. been made to him that justified an inquiry.

Mr, SPEAKER: I would like to point out
that the appointment of the chairman of a
select committee rests with the committee,

Mr. UNDERWOOD: The practice is that
the House appoints two members from each
side of the House in addition to the mover,
giving three to two and thus making it
highly probably that the mover will be the
ehairman. A man who makes an accusation
should not be the chairman of the committec
o§ inquiry and should mot even be a member
of it.

Hon. T. WALKER (Kanowna) [54]: I
should not have spoken on this motion but
for the remarks of the member for Pilbara,
particularly those referring to the appoint-
ment of a select committee. Who is to be the
chairman is ne concern of ours in judging
whether we shall have a select ¢committee or
not. The point for us to consider is whether
8 case has been made out to justify an in-
quiry, If the hon. member had made his
assertions and had been armed with the
proofs there would have been no necessity
for a seleet committee. It is the duty of any
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member moving for a select committee to
make out a ease for an inquiry. That is all
he has to do. He must do that; otherwise
the House would not be justified in going to
the expense and delay of a select committee.
The member moving for an inquiry is bound
to give some epecies of evidenmce or relate a
number of facts. Whether those facts turn
out to be as alleged is another matter. The
member for South Fremantle has already
made out a case for an inquiry, becanse the
Minister himself welcomed an inquiry, To
say that the hon. member should not be ap-
pointed chairman of the selecet committee is
to introduce into the House a procedent that
would be invidious.

Mr. Underwood: You were away when the
charges were made.

Hon. T. WALKER: 1 happened to hear
what the hon. member terms the charges; 1
heard the member for South Fremantle make
his speeeh.

Mr. Underweood: He made charges.

Hon. T. WALKER: I heard him make a
speech asking for an inquiry, and it is to
test whether the statements made are bona
fide or whether they are chimeras or un-
truths that an inquiry is justified. If we
insisted upon the Housc appointing not only
the members of the select committee but alse
the chairman, we should he introdueing a
precedent that I think would require a new
Standing Order, At present, it eannot be
done. You, Mr. Speaker, were right in stat-
ing that a select committee appoint their
own chairman, and it would be a piece of im-
pertinence for the Hounse to tell a select eom-
mittee they were not capable of minding
their own business. A seleet committee ap-
pointed in ruch ecirecumstances would be a
farce. By appointing members to a select
committee, we esteem them honourable men,
and being trusted, we have no right to offer
any intimidation whatever. I have drawnm
attention to this to prevent members getting
the idea that the House can appoint not only
the committee but the chairman of the com-
mittee, and can deeree every step the com-
mittee shall take throughout the course of
the inquiry. That would be tying the hands
of the committee, and it would be utterly
foreign to the procedure in any Housc of
Parliament anywhere in the British dominions.

The PREMIER (Hon. Sir James Mitchall
—Northam) [5.9]: T do not regard the mem-
ber for South Fremantle ns an accuser. He
has brought under our mnotice statements
made outside the House that he thinks of
sufficient importance to nequaint us with, and
he snggests a committee of inquiry. Tt is the
custom that the membher moving for a select
committee becomes the chairman. If 2 mem-
ber came here and accused another party of
something that demanded an inquiry, it would
be improper for such a member to git on the
inquiry. I listened attentively to the hon.
member’s speech and he said in effect it had
been reported to bim that this thing was go-
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ing on. If it is going on, we ought to know
of it. T sce no reason tg depart from the
practice of appointing him to the select com-
mittee. Tf frozen meat is being suppiied to
institutions when fresh meat is specified,
someone in the institution ought to know of it,
apd it should not be necessary to appoint a
seleet committee to ascertain that fact. We
should have known of it long ago. I hope it
will be found that the information given to
the member for South Fremantle is wrong,
It would be an esxtraordinary thing if the
hon. member had requested an inquiry on the
ground that a few joints of frozem meat had
been supplied. T take it he is moving Lecanse
he has been informed that a econsilerable
quantity of frozen mecat has been supplicd. Tt
is snmeonc’s duty to know if that is so. The
Minister has made careful inquiry and his
information justifies him in stating that
frozen meat is not being supplied to the in-
stitutions. I shall be greatly surprised if an
inquiry does not reveal that the hon. mem-
ber’s information is inaccurate. I hope it
will be proved that the officers have reported
the real facts. I regret the necessity for so
many select committees, and I repeat that a
committee should not be necessary in this
case, because it is so easy to recognise the
diffcrence between frozen meat and fresh
meat. The officers responsible for taking de-
livery of the meat should have ealled a‘ten-
tion to the fact if frozenm meat has been sup-
plied. I merely wish to neint out that the
member for South Fremantle has not made
an accusation.

Mr. Underwood:
tion.

The Premier; He merely passed on the in-
formation he had received.

Mr, Underwood: He made an acensation
on the Address-in-reply; most emphatically
be did.

The PREMIER: 1 am not dealing with
that. His statement to-day iz a repetition of
information that has come to his knowledge,
information that he thought should be ecom-
municated to the House. What I am mest
concerned about is the facts of the case. If
this contract is not being observed, we should
know who was responsible for receiving
frozen instead of fresh meat. I do not know
why meat i3 brought into Western Australia
from the Eastern States; there is plenty of
beef and mutton here, and there is certainly
no reason why Government institutions should
purchase imported meat.

He did make an accunsa-

Mr. MUNSIE (Hannans) [513]: T am
pleased the Minister has agreed to the ap-
pointment of a seleet committee. I think 1
was the first to ask a question regarding one
particular institution on the day that the
member for South Fremantle gave notice of
a question applying to all Government in-
stitutions. The Minister for Agricnlture,
shortly afterwards, gave a definite promise
that an inquiry would be held. He said, ‘‘1
shall institute inquiries to find ont whether
the information of the Member for South

759
Fremantle is correct or otherwise.”” He evi-
dently started the inquiry,

Mr. Underwood: Why make the member
for South Fremantle the chairman?

Mr. MUNSIE: T am not interested in that.
The member for South Fremuntle (Mr. Me-
Callum) made vertain statements. In his
speech on the Address-in-reply the Minister
for Agriculture definitely promised that an
investigation would be made. He commenced
this investigation. The Colonial Secretary,
who controls these institutions, replied on
behalf of the Minister for Agriculture, and
said he had made inguiries and found there
was no foundation for the rumour. He then
asked the member for South Fremantle and
me to withdraw the statements we had made.
He did that on the floor of the House, and
it has gone out to the public. T have seen
a letter in the Press dealing with the matter,
asking whether we are going to withdraw.
The member for Pilbara (Mr. Underwood)
has taken cxception to the action of the
member for South Fremantle this afternoon.

The Colonial Seerctary: You made a state-
ment about the Old Men’s Home.

Mr, MUXSIE: I spoke about the Clare-
ment asylum.

Hon. P. Cellier: The same thing happened
in the case of the Old Men’s Home,

The Celonial Secretary: It was mentioned
in a guestion.

Mr. MUNSIE: In the question asked by
the member for South Fremantle. I am just
as convinced now as I was before that the
statements we made were correct. How are
we to aseertain the truth? The member for
South Fremantle has taken the only course of
getting at the truth.

The Colonial Secretary: The inquiry has
not been opposed. -

Mr. MUNSIE: The member for Pilbara
is taking exception——

The Colonial Seeretary: To the inquiry?

Mr. MUNSIE: To the member for South
Fremantle taking the only course open to
him, except that of moving for the appoint-
ment of a Royal Commission.

The Colonial Secretary: That is another
question. '

Mr. MUNSIE: When the select committee
is appointed, T am confident it will give a
decisior on the evidence submitted to it. I
am pleased the Government have agreed to
this inguiry being made. I did rot ask the

question because someone had whispered
in my ear, but I made all sorts of
inquiries myself beforehand. On the very

day that the Minister replied to my gquestion,
stating that no frozen meat had been sup-
plied to the ingtitution concerned, I was in-
formed that the meat supplied to the Clare-
mont asylum was frozem meat. In the cir-
cumstances the Government should welcome
this inquiry,
Question pot and passed.

Ballot taken and a select commitiee ap-
pointed, consisting of Messrs. Lutey,
Latham, Mullany, Hughes, and the mover
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(Mr. McCallum), with power to call for per.
sons and papers, to sit on days over which
the House stands edjourned, to adjourn from
place to place and to report on the 10th
October. ’

MOTION—KENDENUP SETTLEMENT.
To inguire by Royal Commission.

Mr. HUGHES (East Perth) [5.301: 1

move—

That in the opinion of this House, it is in
the interests of ithis State generally, and
the settlers in pariicular, that a Boyal Com-
migsion be appointed to investigaic the af-
fairs and transactions of —1, The Henden-
up Fruit Packing Company. 2. The De
Garis Kendenup (W.A.} Development Com-
pany, Lid., with a view to ascertaining
whether there has been any—(a), misre-
preseniation or fraudu'ent misrepresenta-
tion to the scitlers or debenture holders;
(b), eriminal act on the part of any person
or persons concerned, and (e) that the
Commission have the power to examing the
persons, papers, and banking accounts of
all sharcholders, employees, agents, angd re-
ceivers of the said companies, the i -ustee
for the debenture holders, his agents and
employecs, and such olher persons ag the
Commission may deem advisable,

I have often enjoyed reading that American
novel called ‘‘Get-rich-quick Wallingford,’”
and have laughed over the way in which John
Rufus Wallingord and his mate Blagkic Daw
floated bogus companies for the purpose of
tiking down people who subseribed to their
eoneerns, and whom they called ‘‘suckers.’?
But Y never imagined that T would =ce the
drama portrayed in that work of fiction en-
acted in the flesh and bloed right at our own
doors. Everybody in this Btate is wall aware
that in 1920 therc came to Western Austra-
fia a man from the Eastern States who was
going to institute a vigorous policy of land
settlement, who was going to solve one
of the prineipal gdifficulties of the pro-
ducing community, namely, the finding
of nagsured markets, There was an es-
tate in the South-West known as Een-
denup, owned by one Hassell. An option
wag taken over that estate by a man named
Edmunds, the figure heing £33,000, with on-
other £3,000 for the goods and chattels. Im-
mediately that option was taken, De Garis ap-
pearcd on tbe scene and took it over., De
Garis had just then floated a company in Mel-
bourne called ‘“The De Garis Kendenup
(W.A.) Development Company,'' which lad
a subseribed capital of £6—aix sharshollers
at £1 each,

The Minister for Mines:
usnal,

Mr. HUGHES: If it js the usual thing,
then it is time that the Company law was
amended to prevent that sort of thing hap-
pening, to prevent people subseribing £6
when the purpose is fraud, and as happened

That is not ua-
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in this case, the defrauding of people .n
Western Australia of over £100,000.

The Colonial Secretary: Do you suggest
the original intention was fraud.

Mr. HUGHES: Abseclutely. I am satis-
fied from the inquiries I have made that the
whole business reeked with fraud from the
ineeption, When I have finished reading the
prospectus and other statements in My pos-
gesgion, hon. wembers will share my view.
Without one peuny of money being put wp by
Edmunds or De Garis, the De Garis Kenden-
up (W.A.) Development Company was floated
and registered in Melbourne, De Garis did
not even register it in Western Awstralia. Jts
subscribed capital, as 1 have stated, was £6,
Then De Garis started on his venture in the
direction of raising by debentores the sum ot
£150,000. Throughout the length and breadth
of Western Australia he yathered together a
body of Pressmen and took them to the East-
ern States where he carried out the greatest
advertising drive ever attempted in Austra-
lia.

The Colonial Seeretary: That had nothing
to do with Kendenup. Tt was in conuection
with the Sunraysed districts of Vietoria and
South Australia.

Mr. HUGHES: Not at all.

The Colonial Secretary: The members of
that party had nothing to do with Keuden-

up.

Mr. HUGHES: T agree with that, but it
was part of the seheme for ingratiating him-
self with the Pressmen of Western Austra-
lia, and impresgsing the remainder of Aus-
tralia as well, with the fact that he was a
wonderful organiser.

The Colonial Secretary: Kendenup was not
thought of at that time.

Mr. HUGHES: This drive had quite a loi
to do with what was to follow at Keadenup.
As a result of the Pressmem’s trip to the
Eastern States, De Garis was able to get quite
a lot of publicity. A Pressman said lo me re-
cently, ‘‘I would like to have written up Ken-
denup, but T was one of De Garis’s guasts, 1
drank his beer and ate his food when he took
us to Mildura when things with him were
good, and now I have not the heart to write
what T would like to.”’ ’

The Colonial Seeretary: All that
long before Kendenup was thought of.

Hon. P. Collier: But you do not sce that
it was all part of his advertising scheme, and
that it was to help him fleat Kendenup.

.Mr. HUGHES: De Garis organised the
Pressmen’s trip to Vietoria solely as an ad-
vertising stunt to impress the newspaper men
and the people of Australia with his wonder-
ful ability.

The Minister for Mines: Of course the
Pressmen would have been quite imaocent of
his intentions.

Mr. HUGHES: I agree with the Minister.
Do not let it be thought for a moment that 1
am impugning the Pressmen who accepted
De Garia’s hospitality. I wish to make that
clear, What I am pointing out i3 that the
visit to Mildura was arranged for advertis-

Was
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ing purposes and that De Garis had Kenden-
up in view. Whilst the company with its
£6 capital was in existence, De Garis put
an issug of debentures on the Australiin mar-
ket. His desire was to raise £150,000. I wish
to read to the House a few quotations from
the prospectus issued by De Garis in this
connection, The first statement is
Mr. De Garis of Mildura and Sumiayszerd
fame—
A¥here did he get that from? From the pub-
- lieity he obtained on the occasion of the
Pressmen’s trip. That is ene of the reasons
why I am cennccting the Press party with
D¢ Garis’s method of advertising aand the
subsequent objeet he had in view. 'The state-
ment goes on-—

has purchased 47,325 acres freehoid land,

situated 40 miles from Albany, This land

cost him £50,000.
That is o misstatement. The option was taken
by Edmunds for £33,000 and the De Garis
Company took it over from Edmunds. The
Royal Commission which sat in Perth as-
certained that stamp duty was paid on £42,-
600. Yet De QGaris sets out that the land
eost him £50,000. The prospectus continues—
Once the land is surveyed and cui up
into the proposed furms, the leading West-
ern  Australian land and estate firm of

Messrs. Hyem, Hester & Co., Ltd., estimate

to secure (agrecment already signed) for

the property £450,000, which, after allow-
ing for interest and commission, will bring
in £302,000.
The prospectus says that ‘“they estimate to
gseenre and that the agreement is already
signed.”” An agreement that they estimate
to secare!

Hon. P. Collier:
ment, that,

Mr. HUGHES: I wonder whether the
member for Bunbury (Mr. Money) has ever
come across a document like that, The pros-
pectus declares that the estate is 40 miles
from Albany which possesses the second fin-
est harbour in Australia. T will not contest
that.

Mr. A. Thomson: Yon cannot.

Hon. P. Collier: That is about the omly
truc statement in the prospeetus.

Mr. HUGHES: No, there is another to
which T will refer later,

The Minister for Mines: YWhen he says
Eendenup is 40 miles from Albany he means
as the crow flies.

Mr. HUGHES: He goes on to say in the
prospectus that there are 50 miles of met-
alled roads through the property and that
these cost £15,000.

The Miniater for Mines: The main road to
Albany runs through the estate.

Hon, P. Collier: But it is not a metalled
road.

The Minister for Mines: Yes it is.

Mr. HUGHES: Then the prospectns goes
on to say that transport troubles are over-
come at the inception. It continues—

A mnew kind of agree-

The railways and three railway stations
on the property cost Western Aunstralin
£100,000 te put there.

Later on when De Garis issued another pros-
pectus he must have bad lLis attention drawn
to this, because ke states that the railways
on the property would now cost the Govern-
ment £150,000 to build. Instead of saying
‘‘they did cost,”’ he says ‘‘they would now
cost.*’

Hon. P. Collier:
gard for aceuracy.

Mr., HUGHES: The statement is untrue.
The ncxt important announecment in the
original prospecetus is truthful. T desire to
give him eredit for having made one true
statement.

The Colonial Secretary: How many miles
of railway are there through the property?

Mr. HUGHES: I cannot say. The Min-
ister must remember that when that railway
was built the cost of construction was con-
siderably less than it is to-day. This aleo
appears in the prospeetus—

An important factor is the fact that
Mr. C. J. De, Garis has undertaken to
manage the property for five years at
£2,000 per annum. .

That is a most important factor—in fact the
most important of the whole affair.

‘fke Minister for Mines: Anyhow, it is
not correct, because he did not carry out the
uodertaking. He started in 1920 and it is
now 1923, and he is no longer thers. He is
wrong in that statement.

Mr. HUGHES: Close investigation will
show the statement to be partly true, because
it seems that De Garis got his five years’
salary., The terms under which the deben-
tures were isswed was that the company
should borrow £150,000 at 8 per cent., and
should distribute to the dcbenture holders
£75,000 of the profits. Further, each de-
benture holder was to reecive, in addition
to the par value of hia debentures, £50 fer
every £100 ho subscribed. This point makes
me less sympathetic to those who invested
in the debentures. They were offcred the
high rate of 8 per cent. interest, and, in
addition, they were to have £150 returned
to them for every £100 they invested.

The Minister for Mines: I do not think
the debenture holders are entitled to any
sympathy at all.

Mr. HUGHES: I think they have been
deceived. A cauvtious investor, with a pro-
position like that put wp to him, would
straight away agk, ‘* What is the matter with
the security¥’’ The very fact of such won-
derful terms being offered should have been
& warning to investora that the security was
extremely unsound. People who invested
money in those debentures invested it purely
by way of a gamble, having regard to the
terms. They gambled on the venture and
on De Garis, and they should bear at least
some of the loss resulting from his frauds.
Before leaving the question of the deben-
tures, let me say that the company altogether
obtained £128,000. The cost of floating the

That shows his striet re-
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debentures was £14,000, or 11 per cent. of
the debenture money. That £14,000 would be
for advertising and s¢ forth.

The Minister for Mines: Flying from Mel-
bourne to Perth costs a Dbit.

Mr. HUGHES: The advertising which way
being done to induce these unfortunate peo-
ple to invest their money in the debenkures
cost £14,000. There was no regard for the
money that was being spent; it was the
money of other people. The net receipts
to the company from the debenture issue were
only £114,000. Now, any firm spending 10
or 11 per cent. on obtaining a loan must be
regarded as on very weak ground.

The Premier: That does not concern the
parties from this point of view,

Mr. HUGHES: My object is to show the
methods that were adopted to induce people
to invest. In the prospeetus, amongst a mass
of photographs, there is a statement of what
the £150,000 was to be used for. The state-
ment 13 a3 follows:—

After payment of the purchase money
and working expenses, the balance will be
spent, as far as it will go, on the follow-
ing:—Such of the factories and plant
mentioned hereunder as exceed the
£150,000 will necd to be financed by in-
dependent companies, who, however, will
be bound by a buying coniract from the
producers.

Even as carly as the issue of the original
prospectus the cowmpany were giving to the
publie intimations that there would be buy-
mg contracts with the producers,

Surveying and pegging out complete sub-

divisions of township and settlement.

Clearing at least 20,000 aercs. Providing
' house of accommodation, Railway siding to

factory sites. Public reserves, parks, and

boildings. Water tower and reticulation
system, IBlectrie power house and installa-
tion. Brick and tile manufacturing plant
and sawmills, Canning and jam manu-
facturing plant. Confectionery plant, de-
hydration plant. Sugar beet factory (this
factory will cost £200,000, and will cer-
tainly need to be handled by a separate
company).
All that was going to be done out of
£150,000. De Garis published in this pros-
pectus a photo of the Kendenup railway sta-
tion, and also published in the prospectus
some of the slogans which were to be used
in connection with the vndertaking. I am not
roing to give my opinien of those statements,

ecause I am not competent to do so, but I
have made inquiries from residents of Ken-
denup and others who understand agricul-
ture, and thoy tell me that the statements
are absolutely absurd. The first of the as-
Sertions ig— °
. Pifteen tons of onions to the acre is
" often obtiined at Kendenup.

I am informed that there is no foundation
it fact for {lat statement.

" Year after year Kendenup seil has pro-
:'_t_luce'd 50,tons of potatoes to the acre,
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One man who tried an experiment with pota-
toes at Kendenup has assured me that that
statement, if it ever was true, was not true
when he tried his experiment, There was no
oceasion for De Garis to make such mis
statements. Ie had the Government depart-
ments of this State available, and they
would have been only too glad to sepply him
with accurate information as to the possibili-
ties of the district. In view of such stata-
ments being made, and £14,000 being spert
to advertise ihe undertaking, it is no wonder
that people were deceived.  What 1 have
quoted arc some of the statements that in-
duced settlers to go to Kendenup. Therc are
seftlers at Kendenup who never saw the
second prospectus., Having seen the second
prospectus, I now know where the idea of
the shovelfel of sovercigns on the Peel estate
came from.
The Premicr: But ours were Western Aus-
tralian sovereigns.
Mr. HUGHES: On the last page of the
prospectus De Garis states—
Kendenup produets are to be publicitised
and made world-famous.
Undoubtedly tiie Kendenup settlers purchased
the land at faney prices because they thought
they would have an assured market. They
paid for the market, not for the langd.
Buying contracts for a term of years can
be made, if desired, at the time of planting
or sowing for maize, oats, hay, and any
other hortizultural and agricultural produet.
A cannery will be erected at once to deal
with its fresh fruits, and prices paid will
compare favourably with other W.A, prices
for gimilar products, A sugar beet factory
is being arranged for (erection by Decem-
ber, 1922) ready to handle beet in Febru-
ary, 1923. This factory will give a price
cqual to Maffra factery from year to year.
I do not believe these people cver had an
iota of justification for stating that the sugar
beet factory would be erected in February,
1923.
Evaperating plant for drying fruits and
vegetables and a confectionery plant for
use of Kendenup products will also be part
of the estate’s activities, Sawmills and
brick and tile plant will provide building
materigl. Electric plant will sapply power
and light. The whole object i3 to have a
model township with every latest modern
convenience and comfort, and with organ-
isation of production, processing, and sale.
As a result of the issue of that prospectus
people were induced to invest their money in
dehentures to develop Kendenup. Having
received £128,000 by way of debentures, the
company proceeded to pay off the various
liabilities they had incurred. De Garis’ op-
tion over the property was transferred to the
company, and the company paid De Garis
£50,000 cash out of the dehenture holders’
money, and also 150,000 fully paid up shares
of £1 each. So the company paid £200,000
for an estate which was bought for £33,000.
I take it that De Garis received the difference
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of £17,000 between the £33,000 ke had to pay
the original vendors, and the £30,000 which
the company paid. Assuming that the cost
of stamp duty and expenses incidental to the
tranzaction amounted to anotber £3,000, there
is o clear rake-off of £12,000,

Mr. Johnston: Stamp duty and cxpenses
could not be as much as £5,000.

Mr. HUGHES: I am leaving 3 good mar-
gin. Even if oue allows £7,000, which repre-
sents a very wide margin for stamp duty and
expenses incidental to the sale, Edmunds and
De Garis cut up between them £10,000 of the
dcbenture holdera’ money.

The Minister for Mines: Then Kendenup
actually cost the debenture holders £50,000
in cash, plus £14,000 for advertising. That
last item came out of the debenture holders’
money.

Mr. HUGHES: Yes. They paid £50,000
in cash to De Garis for Kendenup. To raise
the money cost £14,000, Therefore, to get
possession of the property really cost the eom-
pany £64,000. I have often heard it said
that De Garis put his own money into the
¢oncern. He said that himself, Seeing that
the advertising that was done to secure sub-
seriptions to the debentures cost £14,000, I
venture to declare that De Garis charged up
every possible expense to that fund, and that
.there waa a :lean rake-off, which either he or
Edmunds got, of at least £10,000. I am tak-
ing a very conservative figure when [ =ay
that De Garis and Edmunds, or both, took
out of the debenture holders’ poekets a clear
£10,000 in the initial stage. I now come to
the second prospectus, which was to be issued
to prospective settlers. It teils much the
same story as the first prospectus. One or
two new statements, however, are of import-
ance. The first picture in the second pros-
peetus shows ‘F What Kendenup will grow.’’
It is a representation of the Kendenep rail-
way station, which it desecribes as ‘‘The
shelter shed, Kendenup siding, site of the
station to be erected shortly, as promised by
the Hon. J. Scaddan, W.A. Minister for Rail-
ways,”’

Hon. P. Collier:
ways is in it, is be?

Mr. HUGHES: I accept the Minister’s
assurance that that is a positive misstate-
ment, and that no such premise was made.

Mr. Minister for Mines: You ean bet your
life on that.

Mr. HUGHES: All these things vhow fhe
character of the man, He was not varticular
a3 to whom he mis-stated. He said on this
prospectus—

There will be an immediate market for
each product planted, and arrangements
made so fhat ar assured income will be
gained by those who produce Kendenup
fruit, cte.

The Minister for Mines:
of that?

Mr. HUGHES:
uses bears a date.

[29]

The Minister for Rail-

What is the date

Neither of these prospect-
This, I find, was printed
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by Barker & (o, 63 Little Latrobe streer,
Melbourne. It was issued in the early stages
of the crusade for settlers. Throughout the
whole of the advertising there was 1he re-
peated statement that thetre would be an as-
sured warket for anrthing the sottlees could
produce.

The Minister for Mincs:  And act only
markets, but markets at inflated valuzs,

Mr. HUGHES: The prospeetus continues.
A sugar bheet factory is being negotinted
for {ercction by December, 1922, ready to
handle beet in February, 1923. This fae-
tory will ygive a price equal to Maffra
faetory from year to year,
The next page shows a picture of De Garis,
and in large type this agsurance:—

To safeguard the settlers, buying ccn-
tracts will be made in advance with thom
for their products at a vemuonerative price.

Again, the definite statement that the settler
would have a remunerative price for his pro-
duets.  The prospectus does not say with
whoin the comtract was to be made. Clearly,
however, there is but one inference, namely,
that it wounld be with the people issning the
prespeetus and selling the land., In the ab-
sence of a definite statement {o the contrary,-
it eould not be with anyoae elsc, the contract
was to be with the decelopment company.
Previously, it was officially stated that Ken-
denup wa§ only 40 miles from Albany. In
this prospectus the distauce is ingreazed to
50 miles. We learn that there are three routes
by which the settler can reach Kendenup: I,
by the transcontinental to Perth; thence by
rail to Kendenup; 2, by boat to Albany, and
rail from Albany to Kendenup (50) miles) ;3,
hoat to Fremantle, and rail to Kendenup. On
the same page we get this:—

The soil at Kendenup is suited for the
production of vegetables, cereals and fruit.
The settler is advised to start off with an-
nual crops, such as oats (for hay and grain),
maize, lucerne, potatecs, onions, tomatoes,
passion fruit, peas, beans, asparagus, and
other vegetables. At a later date sugar
beet will be one of the wain prodnctions,
but a factory for its treatment cannot
be ercéted before December, 1922. The
company is ready to purchase the pro-
duce mentioned, and will guarantee re
munerative prices to the growers, inaking
contracts at the following prices:—potatoes
£10 per ton; tomatoes £10 per ton; onions
£5 per ton for drying; maize 4s. 6d. per
bushel (f.o.b. Albany); oats 2s. 2d. per
bnghel; or £2 138, per ton in the stack
(stacked to the company’s specifications.
To asgist the settlers the company has pro-
vided horticultural experts who will give
practical advice and assistance where it ia
required.

The most important part of the parauraph is
the definite statement that the eompany would
guarantee remunerative prices to the growers.
This was a document made as an offer of sale,
part of the eontract betwuen the settler and
the company.
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The Minister for Mines: The unfaviunate
thing is that the settler afterwards confracted
himself out of that,

Mr. HUGHES: But he could not do that.
That would not hold. The next thing in the
prospectus is a copy of the telegram relative
to the Agent Geuneral’s and the Hon. John
Seaddan’s visit to Kendenup. It reads as
follows :— .

Sir James Connolly and Hon. Scaddan
enjoyed visit and appreeiated your wires
promised sympathy and support.

Mr. Marshall: The Minister bad an ecarly
eye on Plantagenet.

Hon. P, Collier: He was prophetie.

Mr. HUGHES: Part of the telegram is
then omitted. After the omission it con-
tinues:—

Eagland and Westralia motoring Scad-
dan to Stirling Ranges Friday. Have two
ears full, Visit highly satisfactory.

Then the prospectus says:—

Over £120,000 worth of land has already
been sold (in eight weeks) so it i3 obvious
that land values must rapidly incvease, The
investors will find a :magnificent field for
remunerative investment in the township
blocks. Our advice, however, to this eclass
of investor is ‘‘buy now,’’ for the ficld is
limited. Such institutions as West Aus-
tralian Bank, police authorities, hostel com-
pany, insurance company, moving pictures,
people, ete.,, have bought township blocks.
A local store has nlready opened.- The
Commissioner of Railways is providing rail-
way station and most up-to-date railway
yards in Western Australia.

The Minister for Mines: They were up to
date.

Mr. HUGHES: They were up to mnd
when I was there. Not ouly did these pro-
motors get the assurance of the Minister
that he would build them an extensive rail-
way station, but the Commissioner also pro-
miged to provide that station with the most
up to date yards in Western Australia. As
the result of that prospectus people were in-
dueed to purchase the land. On another
page of the prospectus we get this:—

Harry A. Norrig, a brilliant young Mel-
hourne architeet, has commeneced to prepare
some of the plans, ete, for Kendenup
(W.A)). Plana in hand for:—1, two-storey
canning factory and warehouse, 2, pulp,
sauce and jam factories and stores; 3,
butter factory; 4, confectionery.

I hope the Royval Commission will be able to
see those plans. The point I make is that the
representations eontained in this proapeetus
led the settlers to enter into a contract that
was entirely fraudulent. 'Chat is why I have
gquoted so extensively from the prospectus. It
can be conclusively proved that it contains a
mass of frandulent misrepresentation, or at
all events, misrepresentation, and that as a
result of that misrepresentation the settlers
entered into contracts for the purchass of
their blocks.

The Minister for Mines: That would not
help the settlers much, for, by virtue of the
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law, it is now in the hands of the debenture
holders.

Mr. HUGHES:
before to-day.

The Premier:
further inquiry.

Mr, HUGHES: Tf we know these thinga
have taken place at Kendenup, why has not
the Commissioner of Police charged all these
people with fraud?

The Premier:
body.

Mr. HUGHES: But he could charge the
six shareholders of the packing company and
also De Garis. Many a man has been haled
before the eriminal court for less eriminality
than these people have practised.

The Premier: But you cannot do that,

My, IUGHES: Possibly we all thought
so until a Prime Minister named HMHughes
showed what could be ioune in Parliament.

The Minister for Mines: Not all the
Hugheses are alike.

Mr. HUGHES: It is a good thing that
we are not,  Still, I do not want te say any-
thing about him until we know definitely to
whom he is leaving the £25,000, for I hope
toe be in that when it is cut up. In a
halance sheet issued by the company on the
30th November, 1921, freehold property with
improvements is set down at £169,612. They
were assessing the frechold property at the
sale price, or double the price the company
paid; they were assessing the land at the
estimate which Hyem, Hester and Co. agreed
to make, namely, £450,000, TIn the profit
and loss acconnt, notwithstanding that they
had spent £14,000 in advertisements over the
issue of the debentures, their advertising bill
wag £11,983, Salaries and audit fees were
£8,000, although the thing had been going
only 12 months. Travelling expenses, motors
and repairs were set down af £3,160-—azuffic-
ient to run the whole of the Government
motor service for 12 months,

The Colonial Secretary: But the Govern-
ment use the ecomomical Ford.

Mr. HUGHES: Then we get ‘‘directors’
fees  £200,” and ‘‘managing director
£2,600,7"7

The law has been stayed
We know all this without

He cannot charge cvery-

Bitting suspended from 6.15 to 7.30 p.m.

Mr. HUGHES: Bcefore tea I was dealing
with the balance sheet issued by the Een-
denup Development Company showing that
althoagh they started business only in Aug-
ust, 1920, up to November, 1921, they had
spent £11,983 on advertising. They had
spent an additional £14,000 in advertising
the issue of their debentures, so that in the
short space of 12 months, they had got
through £26,000 for advertiging. Salaries
and andit fees amounted to £7,646, This
means practically £8,000 for salaries, because
I do not think very much was expended in
audit fees. Travelling oxpenses, motors and
repairs accounted for £3,000, These people

‘were simply flying about the countey joy-

riding in motor cars, spending lavish sums
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on travelling and high living out of the
money subscribed by the debenture holders,
the money now being recovered from the set-
tlers. Directors’ fees amounted to £200, and
the managing director received £2,000. There
is an additional £2,000 that must have gone
to DeGaris by way of salary as mapaging
direetor. Preliminary expenses amounted to
£540, An extraordinary faet is that the
balance shect mis-states the assets. The as-
sets are put in at their sale price. The landed
freehold property, in reality worth £30,000,
is valued at £169,000. There is an anditors’
certificate attached declaring that the bal-
ance sheet i3 correct ‘‘subject to their re-
port.’”’ Unfortunately, their report is not
published in econjunction witk the balance
sheet. This document is sent out to the pub-
lic and the auditors’ report is simply re-
ferred fo. The natural inference is that the
publie, not being capable of examining bal-
ance sheet and legal documents, accepted
the auditors’ certificate as being all right.
Garcia and Company must be a mosi extra-
ordinary firm of auditors. I do not know
what practice they bave in Vietoria, but as a
reputable firm of auditors they did extra-
ordipary things. They sent to the Royal
Commission a balance sheet that was absolu-
tely wrong, but they were very careful not to
certify the balance sheet., They sent the
balance sheet with a covering letter. [t seems
to me that the whele of the people that came
into eontact with this ramp were intent on
trying to keep within the law while indulging
in as much misrepresentation as they counld, As
a result of the prospectus, the balance sheet
and the publicity campaign, settlers were in-
duced to buy the land. The indueement to
buy was that they woild have an assured
wmarket at highly inflated prices, no matter
what quantity of produce they raised. They
paid £15 to £20 an acre for land worth only
15s. an acre. Really they paid 153. an acre
for the land and £19 5s. for the assured
market.
Afr, Richardson: They were very silly.

Mr. HUGHES: They have cause to re-
gret it, but we must bear in mind that the
general publie looking for land are mot law-
yers or accountants capable of analysing
legal documents and balance shects. They
accepted the statements put before them.
A lavish campaign of advertising deecived
them completely. They paid twenty times
the wvalue of the land lLecause they were
promised an assured market. I am informed
by settlers that the original contracts with
the Land Development Company Specifically

stated that the company was guaranteeing.

the price, that the party giving the guarantce
was the same party from whom they were
porehasing their land. If the party who
sold them the land was the party responsible
for the guarantee, I do mot think there is
-any doubt at all as fa the legal position.
The moment that party failed to fulfil its

part of the comtraect, the contract could be,

-voided and the price of the land re-assessed.
Bettlers have told me definitely that under
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the original contracis the company who sold
the land gave a guarantee of an assured
market, but the Development Company re-
covered tiw controcts from them on the un-
derstanding that they would issue 5 new ron-
tract. The new contract, issved with a nice
faney border, contained am  extraordinary
clause. Tt there wa: no evidence previously
that the position hal been placed hefore the
settlers in a fraud lent way, one elause in-
serted in the new contract would be suffie-
ient to prove it.

The Premier: That is the red clause.

Mr. HUGHES: Yeos.

Mr, Marshall: That must be the red ob-
Jjective.

Mr. HUGHES: There are 21 clauses in the
contract, and I wish to recad Clause 18 because
that contains the provision which the settlers
thought gave them a guaranteed market. It
reads—

The purchaser under this agreement shail
be entitled to all benefits and advantages
aceruing to producerg under an agreement
dated the 24th day of March, 1921, exe-
cuted by the Kendenup Packing Company,
Ltd., of the one part and the De Garis
Eendenup (W.A.) Development Company,
Ltd, of the other part, and whereby the
said Kendenop Packing Company, Ltd,,
agree to purchase, during a period of 10
years from the date of this contract, all
root erops, and during a period of 15 years
from the date of this comtract all fruit
crops grown by producers at the prices and
on the conditions set out in the schedule to
the said agreement, and a copy of which
agreement may be obtained from the
agents, Hyem, Hester & Co. Ltd., or the
vendors, at any time.

That was the first reference to the existence
of the Packing Compuny. When the settlers
surrendered iheir original contract, this com-
tract was substituted. The suceceding clause
i< printed in red, and it is hard to understand
that anybody, after reading this clause, would
go on with the purchase. Yet the settlers
had such unbounded faith as a result of the
advertising, stage-managing and campaigning
of the promoters that they practieally signed
the contract without reading itf. The red
clanse reads—-

The purchaser hereby expressly declares
that no representation or statements of any
kind, writtan or verbal, made by any agents
or sub-agents of the vendor, other than
those hereinbefore set out, and no repre-
sentations, statements or allepations eon-
tained or implied in any newspaper, circu-
lar or printed matter have induced him in
any way to enter into this contract, and
that he is entering into such contract em-
tirely on hig own investigations as to the
suitability of the land or site for the pur-
poses intended by him, and that he is en-
tirély satisfied to purchase on the faith of
the agreements and conditions on the part
of the vendor contained in this contract.
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Hon. P. Collier: They kaew they were
taking the settlers down.

Mr. HUGHES: If the vendor was acting
in good faith, why did he wish to insert in
the contract a clause that would relieve him
of such liability§ This claese i3 conclusive
proof that the vendor not only acted fraudu-
lentiy but knowingly did so. The very fact
that the settlers were asked to sign a statement
declaring that no misrepresentations had taken
place i3 conclusive proof that the vendor knew
he had committed fraud and was endeavour-
ing by these means to relieve himself of any
responsibility. If one party to a contract
has been guilty of fraud, the contract may be
voided. If a settler who paid £20 an acre
for land plus an assured market can prove
that he was induced by misrepresentation to
enter into the ceontraet, he can have the con-
tract voided and may be compensated for the
damages he has suffered.

The Premier: There is not much chance
of getting compensation out of the ecompany.

Mr. HUGHES: Buat it is an important
faetor. The people at EKendenup have put
all their available money into the venture
and are not in & position to finance a legal
action to test the validity of the clause. It
i3 doubtful whether a court would hold such
g elause valid. The point ought fo be tested,
even if the Government had to pay the ex-
pense. 1 suggest that the Government should
finance the settlers in order to ascertain
whether a party who has committed fraud
can in this way legally relieve himself of
respongibility. Another important fact isthe
settlers all owe portion of the purchase price
to the Development Company, If the Develop-
ment Company have been guilty of frand and
can avoid their contract by such a elanse as
I have quoted, the damage sustained by the
settlers could be offset against the price they
paid for the land.  Since the bottom has
fallen out of the assured market, the price of
the land would be reduced to ifs real value.
The settlers would then have a chance to
make good and some of the loss would fall
on the debenture holders as well as on the
settlers. The~Packing Company, like the De-
velopment Cownpany, consisted of seven indi-
viduals, one of whom held 1,501 shares, while
the remaining six held one share each. This
eompany had £1,507 behind it. Tt issued
guarante¢és to purchase the total prodice of
the 200 or 300 settlers for 10 or 15 years at
inflated prices. Ite guarantees involved
millions of pounds.

Resolved: That motions be continued.

Mr. HUGHES: The company took ad-
vantage of the company laws of the State.
It took on liabilities almost without Limit.
It is absurd to say that the shareholders did
not know what they were doing. They floated
themselves into a limited lability company,
-and under the protection of the company
laws they gambled with the life’s savings
and destinies of a large section of the work-
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ers of the State, they themselves being liable
only to the extent of £1. I have here an
agreement between the Packing Company and
the Development Company, whereby the Pack-
ing Company agrees to purchase the whole
of the products of the Kendenup estate from
the Development Company. The signatures
upon the document, over the common seal of
the EKendenup Fruit Packing Company, Ltd.,
are Q. J. DeGaris, managing director, coun-
tersigned by 1. W. LeVaux, solicitor, Perth.
The signatures on hehalf of the Development
Company are J.  DeGaris, managing
direetor, and J. J. Simons, secretary. The
managing director is the same in both cases.
It is absurd for these people to suggest they
did not know what they were doing.

Hon. P. Collier: Faney De Garis not
knowing what he was doing!

Mr. HUGHES: If théy did not know what
they were doing, it is time the company laws
of the Btate were altered so as to prevent
thig sort of thing. The company laws exist
to assist pcople to trade without staking all
their assets in onc venture. When we find
these laws abused in this way, and people
entering upon ventures which end in settlers
being taken down for all their money, we
should reconsider the legislation in this
regard. The Froit Packing Company
had a capital of £1,507 only. After com-
meneing operations it found that it could not
carry out its commitments. The contracts,
which they c¢laimed t{o have made for
the sale of the produets, did not materinlise.
Time after time De Garis stated at Een-
denup that the whole of his private fortune
of £87,000 was behind the Fruit Packing Com-
pany. This was stated after the position of
the company had been challenged. The set-
tlers paid twenty times the value of the land,
put all their savings into the venture, and
after two years found the bottom had falien
out of the Packing Company and their guar-
anteed market had gone. Thev are landed
with holdings costing a great deal of money,
their private means have all gone, and they
nre gradually being starved out. Under the
law the debenturc holders have a charge upon
all these properties. Unless these peonle pay
up the full priece of their land they cannot,
under their agreement, get a discharge. We
heard of the ramp in the gold-mining in-
dustry from the member for Mt Magoet
(Hon. M. F. Trov). There never has been a
ramp in gold-mining that has done so much
injury to the individuals concerned as well as
the State as the Kendenup ramp, I will quote
one or two instances to show how the people
have fared. A young man, a qualified chem-
ist of Sydney, had a wife and two children
and a capital of £1,500. Iie wanted to settle
on the land. He bought some blocks at Ken-
denup, built a niee house worth £500 or £600,
and came to this State with his capital, He
is a very desirable type of immigrant to set-
tle on the land. He made all arrangements
with the objeet of making this his permanent
home. His £1,500 hag all disappeared, his
house is not Ius own because the debenture
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holders have a mortgage over the property,
and he cannol barrow 4 pound upon his assets
for fertilisers. He has nro meaus row nf
bhorrowing enough money to put in his crops
for this year. He, therefore, has to give up
his holding and go back to his profession.

Mr. Davies: Why did he not buy the land
outright, instead of spending part of his
money in building a house?

Mr. HUGHES: Why did he go there at
alt?

The Premier: Did he sign the agreement?

Mr. HCGHES: Yes. It is extraordinary
that a man of his type should have signed
it. A lady wrote to me about her husband. He
is & miner and has two sons, who have to
start to earn their living. The parents wanted
to be surc that their sons did not follow in
their father's footsteps and hecome miners.
Tt has been the dream of  housands of women
on the goldfickds that their sons shonld nri
follow the avoeation of their fathers. Thev
used to say they did not care what work their
sons did so long as they @il not {uke up
mining. This woman and her husband saved
hard with the specific objeet of going on the
land when the boys were old enough to work.
The £200 or £300 they had accumulated they
sunk in Kendenvp. The father bas now to go
back to mining to earn enough to enable him
to take his people off the land. I have never
heard of a more callous, eritninal, or cowardly
stheme than this one of Kendenup., At one
time there were 800 people on the Kendenup
estate. T am of opinion that the promoters
of this scheme, by the legal safeguards they
tried to make teo keep themselves within the
law, knew all the time they were defrauding
these people. It is extraordinary that the
Criminal Investigation Department did not
take action against them. If cver there was
a case of conspiracy to defraund it is this one.
I have seen conspiracy charges levelled
against men on one per cenf. of the evidence
that is available against these pecple. It
would be a fine thing in the interests of the
State if the whole lot, shareholders, De Garis,
land agents and all were arraigped on con-
spiracy charges. [t wonld be a warning to
scoundrels of their type not to rob people as
these unfortunate persons have been robbed.
The position at Kendenup is a serious one,
as the Government must realise. The people
have no wmeans of putting in their erop this
year. They are waiting for the debenture
holders to do something, My opinion is the
debenture holders are sitting back on their
sceurities, waiting until the settlers can bring
sufficient pressure to bear upon the Govern-
ment to buy them out and enable the settlers
to keep their holdings. I told the people at
Kendenup, when T was there, T wounld not be
a party to the expenditure of £1 of ihe re-
venue of the State to buy ovt the debenture
holders.  As the law stands the debenture
bolders have the big end of the stick, and
unless they are bought out they ean put all
the settlers off the land. If a test case were
put before the conrts T believe the agree-
ment would be voided, but the settlers have

not the means to do this, and it is the duty
of the Government to find the means.

Mr. Pickering: Do you not think the de-
benture Liolders were also taken in?

Mr. HUGHES: To a rcertuin extent, but
not to the same degree that the settiers were
taken in. They wust have known, ns men
handling large sums of money, when they got
such fancy terms that the security was not too
good. The debenture holders have been de-
ceived, but so have the settlers. As o solu-
tion of the difficulty the debenture holders
should admit that they have heen deceived,
and there should be a stocktaking of al the
assets at Kendenup. The debenture holders
should be given ecredit for the momey they
have put into the estate, and the settlers
should be given credit for all they have
spent.  The debenture holders should then
agree to share the losses pro rata with the
settlers, and should say to them, ‘‘We
gre prepared to bear cur portion of the loss,
go fifty-fifty with you, and give you a re-
adjustment on that basis.’’ That would
not be a legal settlement, but wonld be o
highly equitable one. At present the unfor-
tunate settlers will bear the whole of the
loss. If the laws of Western Anstralia ecan-
not safeguard the people against €rauds of
this nature, in the interests of equity Par-
liament would be justified in passing o special
Act to deal with the question.

The Premier: What would the Act do?

Mr. HUGHES: It could provide Zor u re-
assessment with a view to the losaas being
shared equally, and provide for a reassess-
ment of the price of the land as between the
settlers and the company. De Garia’s final
act of criminality—I1 refuse to recognise him
as anything but a eriminal—was ths most
andacions., When he found himself getting
into financial difficultics he sent out what he
called his sporting offer. He wrote to all and
sundry asking them to lend him a smm of
money on his personal -guarantee that it
would be refunded.

Mr. Pickering: Did he get much response?

Mr. HUGHES: I understand he got
£5,000.

Mr. Pickering: From 5,000 fools.

Mr. HUGHES: He gave a definite under-
taking that unless the contributions reached
sommething in the vieinity of £40,000 not one
penny of the money would be used, and it
would all ke returned. 1 have not verified
the statement I am going to make, and it
is one of the reasons why I am asking for
the appointment of a Royal Commission.

Mr. Latham: You have verified a good
deal.

Mr. HUGHES: I have searched all the
available records. De Garis undertook that
if the total amount did not reach £40,000
the money would not be nsed. I understand
that he reeeived something like £5,000 from
this sporting offer. So far as I can gather,
after he embarked at Albany for Melbourna
he took the sporting offer and the £5,000
with him. He had made the statement that
he was going to devote the remainder of
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his life to Kendenup, Outside Western Aus-

tralia there are many people who are inter-

ested in Kendeoup, and if we do not clean
up this matter, our State will get a very bad
advertisement. I bave a letter here dated

. 4th September, from Mr. Alfred E. Lloyd,

who writes from 17 Deakin Avenue, Mil-

dura, as follows:—

. I have been handed a cutting from
the Melbourne ‘‘Age’’ newspaper, which
states that you gave notice of a motion at
a recent meeting of the Legislative As-
sembly in Perth of your intention to move
for the appeintment of a Royal Commis-
sion to investigate the affairs of the Ken-
denup Packing and Development Com.
. panica. For some considerable peried 1
wag particularly identified with both those
institutions and held the position of De-
puty Administrator for several menths.
L shall be very pleased to make available
any information which I may possess,
which you may consider to be of value in
your investigations. I am permanently
domieciled at the above address, should you
desire to communicate with me on ihe
matiter.

Hon, members will thus see that Vietoria

also is interested in what Western Australia

inteuds to do with regard to Kendenup
affairs, and that State has good reasom to
be interested too. I have shown hon. meni-
bers the prospectus which was issued when
the first efforts were made to sell Kendenup
land. Sinec then, and quite recently too,
this same gentleman has become identified
with another-estate, and if any hon. member
opposite desires to invest money in it, here
is the prospectus. It is beautifully illustrated
and the title of it is, ‘*Dawn of a Great New

Suburb.?*

Mr. Richardson: When was that issued?

Mr. HUGHES: Quite recently. De Garis
is now selling this land. The estate is ealled
"“Black Rock,”’ and it is just around the
bay from Brighton. It is simply a sand
patch on the beach. All the good things
that were going to accrue to Western Aus-
tralia as the result of the Keadenup venture,
are going to accrue to those Victorian people
_who invest their cash in the Black Rock
estate.

Hon. P. Collier: Is it an illustrated pros-
pectus? : ‘

Mr. HUGHES: Yes. De Garis had the an-
dacity to send this prospectus to some of the
settlers at Kendenup. One of them said to
me ‘‘L have been strupg through Kendenup
for £800, but when I read that prospectus
I felt like wiring De Garis a deposit on a
block.’” Listen to .this from the prospec-
tus—**The Inspiration,’’ ‘‘A Real Life
-Study.’? That is how he introduces the pam-
phlet. This Parliement has a duty to per-
form to the rest of Anstralia, If we cannot
unde what has been done at Kendenup, at
.least we can ake some effort to safeguard
: the people of Victoria from De Garis’s lat-

.est ramp. It iz the duty of the Premier. of

- Western Australia to acquaint the Premier
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of Victoria of what took place with regard
to Kendenup, so that the Victorian Govern-
ment may take action in time in regard tao
De Garis’s venture therc.

Mr. Richardsen: The Premier showed that
he knew De Garis wben he refused to ad-
vanee him £30,000.

Mr. HUGHES: Yes, he did. There iz one
final aet that requires an explanation. We
all know that.De Garis had 2 lady private
sceretary, I have mo wish to deal with his
domestic affairs, but it is important that I
should mention a strange coincidence, De
Garis recently took this private seeretary to
wife, and sinece they have been married she
has inherited a sum of money.

Mr. Marshall: From Kendenup?

Mr. HUGHES: The story goes that she
had a rich aunt whe died, and that this avat
left her £10,000. We must not forget that
there was a difference of £10,000 between the
purchase and sale price of the Kendenup
estate. Of course there was a lot of expense,
but at the same time De Garis drew £2,000
per annum as salary. Now it is freely sug-
gested down there that the auntie who died
and left the legacy was called ‘‘ Auntie Ken-
denup.’’

My, Marshall:
bit of a sport!

The Minister for Works: Were succession
duties paid on that £10,0009%

Mr., HUGHES: The whole thing is too
serious for levity, The asettlers have been
gricvously deceived and Parliament will be
Justified in going to any length to investigate
this fraud and prevent a repetitioh of any-
thing of a similar nature. An investigation
should be held with a view to finding out
whether there was any criminal responsibility
and any fraudulent misrepresentation. This
is necessary in the interests of the State and
in faet in the interests of the people of Aus-
tralia generally, to say nothing of the settlers
at Kendenup. The inquiry should not be re-
stricted, and should cover every person who
had anything to do with the eoncern, even
the sharcholders of the Packing Company, in
order to learn whether they were so innocent
that they did not know they were defrauding
the pubiic. If the Royal Commission does
nothing eise, it can deal with the subject of
the company law and ascertain whether it
s possible for that law to be uged for frandu-
lent schemes of the nature of the one under
review. In that respect it will do a serviee
to the people of Western Australia., T submit
the motion.

On motion by Premier, the debate ad-
journed.

‘‘Apntie'’ was evidently a

MOTION—JUSTICES OF THE PEACE,
APPOINTMENT.

Mr. PICKERING {Sussex)

[3.107: 1
move— ‘
That in the opinion of thizs' House o
definite policy should be laid down for the
appointment of justices of the peace.
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I submit this motion with diffidence. Hon.
members are perhaps not fully seized with
the position regarding the appointment of
justices. Most hon. members think Lhat these
appointments depend largely on the recom-
mendations of members of Parliament. That
is quite an error, but it shovld be the position
beeause no one is better qualified to judge
the fitness of a person fo receive an appoint-
ment as a justiee, than the member repre-
senting the distriet in which the person to
be recommenided resides. On investigation L
find that these appointments are made by the
Crown, that is to say, they rest entirely with
the representatives of His Majesty. His
Majesty's Government may make appoint-
ments on a recommendation, or per eontra,
may make appointments in spite of a récom-
mendation, and in support of this I would
like to read an authority on the question. We
find in the Tyelopwdia of Laws, Vol 7, page
162, this appears—

Justice of the peace is an inferior magis-
trate appointed by special commission
under the Great Seal to keep the peace
within the county for which he is ap-
pointed. *‘‘The whole Christian world,”’
says Lord Coke, ‘‘hath not the like office
as justice of the peace, if duly exeented.’’
The office of justice of the peace has been
so much cnlarged by the dnties annezed
to it that there remaing scarcely a resemhb-
lance between the present office and that
of the ancient conservators of the peace,
out of which it hag been gradually formed.
Before the reign of Edward III. the con-
servators of the peace were chosen by the
freeholders at large; hut by the 1 Edw.
III., St. 8, c. 16, it was enacted that thence-
forth in every county certain persons should
be assigned, that is, by commission, to keep
the peace. The persons so assigned under
the authority of that Aet acquired, by the
34 Edw. IIL, c. 1, for the first time the
legal title of justices of the peace. 1t is
on these statutes the foundationm of the
office of justice of the peace depends.
‘‘The power of justices of the peace,’’
observes Lord Denman, C.J., in R. v. Dunn,
1840, 12 Ad. & E. p. 617, ‘‘is traced to
a statute of Edward III. which was made
the foundation of the commission of the

' peace, though some have thought that it
did not warrant the Crown in granting so
large an aunthority. We eannot,’” he adds,
frquestion the validity of the commission,
which has been in operation for centuries.’’

I take that to be indicative of the position

generally, and on reference to all the works
upon which T have been able to lay my hand

I find that that statement is more or less ¢con-

firmed. At one time it was recessary, in
order to be a justice of the peace, that one
gshould be a landed proprietor; but that has
been amended. So far as I can learm, no
such condition is imposed now. Let me turn
to our own Justices Act of 1902, which pro-
vides—
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The Governor may appoiont such and so
many justices as may from fime to time be
deemed necessary to keep the peace in the
State of Western Australia, or in any
magislerial district therein, Such justices
may be so appointed either by a genéral
commission of the peace under the great
seal of the State in the form contained in
the Second Schedule or to the like effeet,
or by a special appointment of the Gov-
ernor notitied in the ‘‘Government Gaz-
ette.’’ In the latter case the justices so
appointed shall be deemed to be included
in the then subsisting general commission
of the peace for the State, or for such
magisterial district, as the case may be,
from the time when they are so appointed.

Further, it i beyond doubt that the obliga-
tions which lie upon a justice of the peace
are considerable. A justice has to deal with
summary legislation and preliminary inquiries,
and many other legal phases, the extent of
which can best be brought home to hon. mem-
bers by my showing them this considerable
volume entitled **Stone’s Justices® Manual.’”
Tt seems to me something ig required of jus-
tices of the peace, and therefore before any
persen is appointed to that responsible office
be or she should have given some evidence of
interest in public life. I do not think any-
one should be Appointed to such a position
simply because of political services. An as-
pirant should give evidence of his or her in-
telligence, fitaess, good repute, and prebity.

Mr. Marshall: Those things are essential
now.

Mr. PICKERING: There is nothing in the
Act to say that anything of the kind is re-
quired.

Mr. Marshall: But all those things a¥e
taken into consideration.

Mr. PICKEERING : I am here to speak
fromm my own personal experience, and not
from that of the member for Mnrchison
(Mr. Marshall). Amnother factor to be con-
gidered is that there are appointments by wir-
tue of office. For example, mayors of muni-
cipalities and chairmen of road boards are
justices of the peace by virtue of their civie
offices. I contend that those particular ap-
pointments are good, because of the evidence
of the confidence of the people in the holders
of those public offices. Such appoiniments
are plainly approved by the people. There is
no reason why a similar process should not
be carried out as regards the other appoint-
ments, whieh lie entirely with the Govera-
ment. It must be horne in mind that the
seope of the functions of a justice of the
peace has greatly widened since these Acts
were passed. If there is no Aet in existence
now to regulate such appointments, there is
no reaspn why an amending Bill should not
be brought in te make appointments condi-
tional upon evidence of service rendered to
the public. There is mo more important ap ~
pointment which ¢an be entrusted to a person
than that of holding the scales of justice.
When a member first enters Parliament he
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finds comsiderable difficulty in understanding
the various measures which come before the
House; and therefore we should, before con-
ferring the honour of appointment as justice
of the peace upon a person, make gsure that
be or she is able to fulfil the duties of the
position. Now let mo refer to the condition
of the roster of justices of the peace. We
know very well that on that roster there
must be hundreds of names of people who are
deceased, many of whieh names should have
been remeved years ago. However, nothing
Lhas been done in that regard. We know,
further, that a great many people accept the
honour of the office without any intention of
fulfilling the obligations. There are in this
State to-day numerous persons who have the
letters ‘'J.P.’" tacked on to their pames
merely for the sake of the dignity, while ab-
solutely evading the duties of the office. On
several ocecasions I have had my attention
drawn to justiees who will do nothing in the
direction in whieh they are required to serve
the country.

Mr. Underwood: That is net so all over the
State.

Mr. PICKERING: I do pot say it is, but
instances abound. It iz time that some de-
finite standard was set up for aspirants to
this position of honour. We should be sure
that they poasess the necessary education to
efable them to adjudieate on the matters
which come before a justice of the peace.

Mr, Latham: Do you want an eduecational
test?

Mr, PICKERING: In an age when se
much is done by the State for education,
such a test should not be necessary.

Hon. P. Collier: Would yon snggest an
examination?

Mr. PICKERING: In these days an edu-
cational examination is hardly required.

Hon, P. Collier: I am glad to hear that,
because it would be a dangerous preccdent
to establish. It might be extecnded to mem-
hers of Parliament,

Mr, PICKERTNG: I take it most members
could pass a reasonable education test. In
the case of the member for Pilbara (Mr.
Underwood) it might have to be very reason-
able, although he poses as an antherity on
education. I do mot think the motion nceds
to be laboured. I lope the member for
Kanowna (Hon. T. Walker) and the member
for Bunbury (Mr. Money)}, who ¢ome in con-
taet with justices of the peace, will give us
some aceount of the difficulties they have
had in impressing the proper view of the
case upen justices and securing the right de-
cision, I may remark that I personally have
never made a recommendation for the ap-
pointment of a justice of the peace to the
Premier without first getting a recommenda-
tion from the local governing body. Fur.
ther, I have made it a practice on ¢ach oeea-
gion to gnggest to the Premier a persen who
has been highly recommended by the loeal
governing body.

Mr. Hughes: That is the Soviet system.

[ASSEMBLY.]

Mr. PICKERING: It is the system I have
adopted, irrespective of what it may be
called. I moy add that on the one or twe
occasions when I have succeeded in getting
appeintments made, the honour has never
been conferred upon the person I picked out
as specially meritorious, Until I took up the
study of these hooks which I have before me,
I was under the impression thab it was part
of the procedure in making an appointment
to consult the member for the distriet, I do
not know what the experience of other mem-
bers may have been in this matter; I am
mergly stating my own experience. I have
always endeavoured to be strictly impartial
in this regard, because I have always thought
it essential that only the best we have should
be appointed to such positions. When a
members ineurs considerable trouble in such
a matter, his recommendations should bhe
considered. Perbaps the question whether or
not members of Parliament should be made
justices of the peace iz one calling for con-
sideration, and particularly because members
of Parliament, who have to travel over large
anil wide areas in this State, are frequently
met with requests to witness the execution of
doeuments, In that respect a member of
Parliament has not the same power as a
justice of the peace. In my opinion it is
highly desirable that members of Parliament,
especially those with new arrivals in their
districts, such members being frequently re-
quested to witness documents, should e
placed in a position to do that sert of thing.
When a man is cleeted to Parliament, be is
elected as the chosen of his particular dis-
trict, and therefore he should have the same
powers as a justice of the peace in regard
to witnessing doecuments. That is in the
interasts of the people. The office of justice
of the peace, it will be recognised, i3 a highly
dignified one, and a highly responsible one;
and it is time that we amended on modern
lines the obsolete legislation which comes to
us almost from the dark ages.

Mr. Richardson: What would you suggest
a3 a basis?

Mr. PICKERING: Education, probity, im-
partiality, and interest in publie life, by
which T do not necessarily mean Parliamen-
tary life, but rather the local life of the
district. If we want to induce pcople whom
we desire for snch respoasible duties te ac-
cept appointment as justices of the peace,
it is necessary that we make the standard
much higher than it is to-day.

On motion by the Premier, debate ad-
journed.

MOTION—LONG SERVICE LEAVE,
Mr, WILLCOCK (Geraldton} [8.30]: 1

move—

Tkat in the opinion of the House the
long service leave conditinns applying to
the salaried staff of Govermnment empioyees
should also apply to the wages staff.
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Members should readily agree with the mo-
tion, the objeet of which is to remove a strik-
ing anomaly from the service. Men desig-
nated as uflicers are entitled to long service
leave, while wages men, engaged under fo-
tally different comditions, are not entitled to
that leave. That position is a relic of the
past, when class distinetiops existed. We
are now in more democratic days and should
take a broader view of the situation, agres-
ing that what is good for tlie officers should
be good also for the wages men. In certain
Government departments the line“of demar-
cation is very small, and one can searcely tell
whether a man is entitied to be classed as an
officer or merely as one of the wages staff.
It has been put to me that in some instances
the only difference is that the wages man is
paid every fortnight, wherens the officor is
paid twice 2 month, There should be no dis-
tinction in the leave granted to men working
in the Government service. Prior to the last
general election, [Parliamentary paudidates
were circularised by the Railway Unina on
this point, and a majority of those wheo were
returned to this House agreed that what ap-
plied to one portion of the serviee should
apply also to the other. The Premicr him-
self, in answer to the cireular, said he would
be prepared to give this very carefal con-
stderation.

The Premier:
thing.

Mr. WILLCOCK: The Premier has now
had a couple of years for that carcful con-
sideration, and I think he will agree ‘hat if
it he jnst to econmcedc a privilege to one sce-
tion of the employees, it is equally just to
concede it t~ the other. Probably I shall be
met with the objection that this i1s a yusstion
of wages and conditions and ss shonld he
decided by the Arbitration Court. But oo
two oceasions within the last couple of years
the eoonrt has ruled that it is a question, not
for the court but for Gevernment policy.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: Thoere is now a court
for the oflicers as well.

Mr. WILLCOCK: But the long service
conditions were granted prior to the appoint-
ment of that court. The President of the Ar-
bitration Court, when a member of this House,
was asked whether he would favour the grant-
ing of long service conditions to wayges em-
ployees. He said he eould see no reason why
the Arbitration Court should not have juris-
diction over this question, and expressed sur-
prise that the court had no such jurisdiction.
The men have talfen cvery possible cen-
stitutional aetion to obtain this privilege.
They have been to the court on two oecasions,
but each time it was ruled iy the eourt that
it was beyond the jurisdietion of the court.
Consequently, there is now no other course
open to them than to seek anr expression of
opinion from Parliament as to the oyuity of
the proposal. As I have said, a2 majority of
the members of the House agreed at the
last election that they would support the
removal of the anomaly. Those members
have now an opportunity to fulfil their pro-

I am not admitting any-
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mises by voting for the motion, I hope the
Premier has given the promised carefu] con-
sideration to this question.

AMr. Marshall: He has been too careful;
tic has Jdropped it.

Mr., WILLCOCK: He said it wouald be
given favourable consideration. I eannot see
why a privilege should be granted to ome sec-
tion of the employees and denied lo the
other, who pertorm equally faithful serviee.
My request is no new thing. I have here a
list of the conditions existing in the cther
States. In Queensiand the regulation is that
after 15 years’ service the Commissioner may
grant six months leave on half pay, or three
months on full pay: after 20 wvears ninc
months on half pay, or 414 months on full
pay; and after 25 years 12 months on half
pay or six months on full pay, with prepor-
tional allowance between periods. Tn South
Australia the concession is, after 20 years’
service eight months on full pay, and after
10 years' service eight months on half pay,
or four months on full pay. XNew South
Wales one month after 20 vears’ service, if
in illhealth. Our local railway officers, after
10 years’ service, are nallowed three months
on full pay. Surely wages men occupying
arduous positions should be given long ser-
viee leave. Engine drivers follow a nerve-
racking occupation.

Mr. Marghall: You are not looking ahead,
are you?

Mr. WILLCOCK: No, I am lookiug be-
hind me, for I have put in 20 years at ¢ngine
driving and firing, and so e¢an state from
experience that it is a nerve-racking occupa-
tion, and that one who follows it is entitled
to a period off duty in which to rceuperatn
after many years of hard work in the most
trying conditions.

The Minister for Mines; They get annual
leave.

Mr. WILLCOCK: The officers also pet
annual leave, and in addition get long ser-
vice leave to enable them to recuperate after
years of service. TFmgminc-drivers. ruards and
signalmen, all oeeupying extremely respon-
sible positions, are denied this privilege. If
any set of men in the Government service, ir-
respective of their designation, are to bhe
selected for such a privilege, it should he
those who follow nerve-racking oceupations.
Instead of that, the privilege is exelusively
conceded to officers, some of them Jdoing
merely routine work, invoice clerks or men
working on pay sheets, important wark, but
carrying little or no responsibility. If an en-
gine-driver makes a mistake, possibly 10Q
lices pay the forfeit. The =ame thing applies
to the guard and to the <ignalman. Signal-
men have to work eight honrs per day with
their nerves on end all the time. One slight
mistake might mean a ca*astrophe involving
heavy loss of life, to say nothing of the
destruction of valuable rolling stock.

The Minister for Mines: An officer is not
necessarily replaced when he goes on long
service leave, but we should have to replace
an engine-driver,
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Mr, WILLCOCK: Surely no man in the
office eould go away for six months without
being replaced! )

The Minister for Mines: Yes he ecan.

Mr., WILLCOCK: Well, his position ought
to he abolished,

Mr, Mann: Could not a temporay staff be
maintained for replacing men on lohg service
leave, as in the Police Department?

Mr. WILLCOCK: I should say it could
be arranged without much diffieulty. An
engine-driver 53 years of age, and with 35
years of service in the department, has been
denied long scrvice leave. His son, 30 years
of age, with only 10 years of service in a
clerical position, is entitled to long service
leave. That is unjust, and should not be
allowed to continue. I do not wish to see
any existing privileges taken away, but if a
privilege be good for one braneh of the ser-
vice, it should be equally good for another,

The Minisier for Mines: What about the
finanging of it?

Mr, WILLCOCK: I am not concerned
about that. If a privilege has existed for
many years past, there is no reason why it
should now be taken away. TIf the Minister
were working as an engine-driver or a guard
or signalman, and saw a clerk deing work of
no great responsibility, yet privileged to take
long service leave, he would feel dissatisfied.
Why should not the privilege be extended to
both branches of the department?

The Minister for Mines: We are not in a
position to find the money. It would cost
£600,000 in the first year.

Mr. WILLCOCK: The Commissioner of
Railways and the Government have had in-
creased burdens placed upon them by the Ar-
bitration Court amounting to £150,000. They
coped with that burden and incidentally m-
ereased the rates to a greater extemt than
was commensurate with the outlay. When
the railway staff’s wages were decreased, it
was not followed by a veduction in the rates,
although £13,000 to £20,000 was saved fo the
department. When wages went up, the de-
partment quickly put up the rates, but when
wages came down there was no correaponding
reduction.

The Minister for Mines:
£2,000 short of halancing.

Mr. WILLCOCK: That is not the fault of
the staff.

Mr. Hughes:

We are still

You give too many conces-

sions,

The Minister for Mines: What, to the
staff ¥

Mr, Hughes: No.

Mr., WILLCOCK: The railways are not

run as a business proposition. AN the eom-
modities handled are not charged for at a
rate to cover the cost. The railways are run
for development purposes, and the railway
employees should not have to bear the burden
of the State’s development policy.

The Minister for Mines: The work of the
men outside has not yet got up to that of
the men inside.

[ASSEMBLY.)

Mr, WILLCOCK: We sbould endeavour t
make the conditions of the employees as goo
as [rossible.

The Minister for Mines: They are not ba

Mr, WILLCOCK: But here is an anomal;
One section enjoys a distinet privilege that
denied to another section. There is no re:
son why this set of conditions should contint
for one section.

The Minister for Mines: That was a cm
dition when those men entered the servic
It might be possible to make it apply in b
future,

Mr. WILLCOCK: Will the Minister mak
it a condition to apply from the present?

The Minister for Mines: We offered .
onc¢e before and it was not accepted,

Mr. WILLCOCK: Tt should be offere
again. The anomaly is causing serious di
content. A man would lack the incentive {

do his best when he knew that others in it
game department were receiving more favou
able consideration.

Mr, Harrison: Do you infer that the me
are not doing their best now¥f

Mr. WILLCOCK: No, T say that a ma
labouring under a sense of injustice woul
lack the incentive to do his best. 'We shoul
not permit this injustice to continve. I kno
some people who are called officers of th
service and others who are called men. I d
not wish to make any comparison, but th
work done by some sections is of infinitel
greater value than that dome by other sel
tions, Of this I have given instances.
the Minister’s sole objection is on the scor
of finance, my reply is that he is in charp
of the railway administration and should b
able to arrange things by adjusting charge
or altering the working of the system t
overcome the difficulty.

The Minister for Mines: Your motio
meany pay for idleness and we cannot affor
that at present.

Mr. WILLCOCK: If it is good for th
officers, it is good for the wages men. Th
wages men have a nerve-racking occupatior
and one mistake might jeopardise the Jives o
hundreds of people and involve the depar
ment in hundreds of thousands of pound
worth of damage. I hope those member
that have indicated a favourable attitud
towards this prineiple wiil support the motior

On motion by the Minister for Mines, d¢
bate adjourned.

MOTION—ESPERANCENORTHWARDS
RAILWAY EXTENSION.

Hon. T. WALEER (Eanowna) [8.52]:
move—

That in the opinion of this House, th
Government should obtain the necessar,
authority thiz session to exiend the KEs
perance-northwards railway line, now 1
course of construction, so that it may junc
tion with the existing railway lines of th
State at Norseman.
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This subject has been under debate Parlia-
ment after DParliament, and for this reason
it is not my purpose to labour it at comsid-
crable length. The justice of a railway line
to suit ithe farmers has already been affirmed,
not only in this House, but by actual fulfil-
ment in the comstruction of a line from Es-
perance northwards, My contention is that
the line in the first instance should have been
authorised to link up Norseman and Esper-
ance, The reason the full length of the line
was not authorised was that in 1812, when
the Bill was introdnced to construct this
railway, the House, led by members then
sitting in opposition, decreed that the line
should be purely and simply an agricultural
line, and that it would serve in that respect
if it were carricd 60 miles northwards from
Esperance. But that was a concession. It
was never yiclded by those who advocated
linking it up with the railway system that
it would be satisfactory. It was only to meet
the actual npecessities of the moment that
thé¢ Bill was introduced for building a line
from Esperance northwards. It has hecome
apparcnt sinee the comstruction was begun
that it was a mistake to buil@ the line over
only a portion of the distance. Tt has been
more eostly to construet the line, mow nearly
completed, than it would have been had we
commenced it at Norseman.

The Minister for Works: That is evident.

Hon, T. WALKER: Yes, a mistake was
made and is admitted. Fortunately we have
not proceeded to an extent that it is impos-
sible to remedy the mistake. At present we
have on the spot all the means for continu-
ing the line. We can carry through and com-
plete the line at a lesser cost than would be
possible if we delayed its completion. While
all the adjuncts to railway construction are
im use, we can continue without any break
apd therefore without any serious loss. But
otherwise we shall not oply be delayed in
construeting an  absolutely necessary work,
but ‘shall have a line that is non-paying.
We kuow from experience that lines taken
from the coast inland and not linked with
any other system, are non-paying. That ap-
plies to the Marhle Bar line.

The Premier: Due to want of traffic,

Hon. T. WALEKER: There always will be
1 want of traffic if we end a line, so to
ipeak, nowhere. .It is by linking up the sys-
iem. that traffic is provided. T wish to pro-
vide iraffic for this line. 1 do not want the
ine te be a financial loss to the State or to
7e an encumbrance either to the settlers or
‘0 the taxpayers as a whole. Therefore, 1
suggest linking wp the line with Norgeman
ind thus eonneeting it with the main railway
system. By deing this we shall make it
nossible to secure traffic sufficient to show
1 profit from the start. It is not only a mere
natter of getting traffie. When a railway
:nds nowhere, the expenses of rumning the
ine are proportionately greater. We eannot
egulate the serviee in the same way as is
apssible when a line is linked up with the
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railway system. This has been discovered
in the Ravensthorpe line, on which we have
lost about £16,000 a year, We shall inevit-
ably lose money if we allow the line new
constructed nearly to Norseman to terminate
where it does under the present plans.

Mr. Latham: Would it not be better to
bring it directly west to the Great Southeru?

[The Deputy Speaker took the Chair.]

Hon. T. WALEKER: TUltimately there is
hound to be a line both directly west and
further east, comnecting with Grasspatch and
perhaps north of that. T will show my rea-
son for making that assertion hefore resum-
ing my seat. In the meantime we must
conncet that line with the rest of Australia.
In order that it may be fully appreciated, 1
want to remind members that at FEsperance
we have omne of the finest” harbours in the
State. I am not depreciating either Albany,
Fremantle, Geraldton, or Bunbury when 1
gay we have at Esperance the finest bit of
sheltered water that would admit of the
entrance of some of the finest fleets in the
world. Whilst we are a federated nation
we want to make it possible to traverse from
the east to the west of this great island con-
tinent with as few difficulties as possible.
That harbonr must never be forgotien,
when we are speaking of the construetion of
a railwar line from that spot northward,
westward, or cagtward. The essential thing
first of all is to link up cur traffic so that a
person in Perth or in Melbourne may arrive
at a givern spot wWith the least expense and
trouble. We can only do that by joining up
the line, constructed a litle more than 60
miles to the north of Esperance, with Norse-
man, Norseman connects with Coolgardie
and of course with Kalgoorlie, and from
there with the Transcontinental line, and all
other portions of the Commonwealth con-
nected by railway communication. That is
one of the objects T have in view. The line
would be a feeder, not only to the other State
lines, but to the Transcontinental line. More
particularly is this evident when we remem-
ber the visit of the Minister for Agriculture
to that part of the State in July last. I will
give the testimony of the Minister for Agri-
culture. In the course of a speech he made
at Norseman, in reply to the depntations
that waited wupon him there, he ex-
pressed  his  pleasure  at  finding  the
Norseman people prond and confident
about their distriet, and he  hoped
their mining prosperity would return. With a
mineral belt running from Ravensthorpe to
Kimberley, it was imposgsible, he thought,"
that the Golden Mile contained all the pay-
able precious metals in the. State, bot West-
ern Australia must look to agriculiure as the
permanent foundation of its prosperity. This
was now practically the only member of the
Commonwealth which could offer the immi-
grant Crown land for settlement. It had
been left to the Mitchell Government té re-
deem the promise made many years ago re-"
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garding the development of agricultural lands
in the Esperance district, which he believed
would become a highly important agricultural
Pprovince,

The Minister for Mines: A new province!

The Minister for Works: Who was that?

Hon. T, WALKER: The Minister for Agri-
culture. He went on to say that the Govern-
ment were faced by many big problems in
developing the State, but the men who came
here in the miring days were the salt of the
earth, and with such men a3 the hackbone of
the State, it must go ahead.

Hon. W, C, Angwin: Was that said after
a banquet?

Hon. T, WALKER: I do not know that it
was. I give the Minister more eredit than to
think that this was the outpouwring of the
vapours of aleoholic indnlgence. The Minister
was, I think, speaking seriously,

The Minister for Agrienlture: From what
do you draw such an inference as thatf

Hon. T. WALKER: 1t is insinuated that
the Minister was half-seas over, and T am de-
fending him against sueh a possible imputa-
tion. I want to endorse what he said. Not
only does he draw attention to the agricul-
tural possibilities of that portion of the State,
but to the possibilities of greater mining
operations, all of which may, need the service
of a railwvay, We do not know how far south
mining possibilities may extend, but we do
know that from Norseman to Esperance Bay
the agricultural possibilities are expressed in
almost every mile of road. Perhaps if 1 had
any fault to find with the Minister’s speech
on that occasion, it would he his statement
that it was left to the Mitchell Ministry to
do all this work. By no means do I under-
estimate the value of the work donme during
the term of office of the Nationalist Party,
but it has been been dome by the stimulus
that has been urged by this side of the House.
Had the Labour Government heen left to
carry out their programme, and had this side
of the Houge as then constituted, and another
place, done their duty, we should have been
immensely ahead of our development of that
part of the State,

The Minister for Works: Do you impugn
the bona fides of those who then sat on your
side of the House?! We had the right to
criticise just ss you are criticising now,

Hon. T, WALEKER: Unfortunately I muat
either impugn their bona fides, or their good
common sense and judgment. Omne or other
accusations they must take to themselves.
They did oppose the canstruction of the line
from Esperance to Norseman. They fought
almost every inch of the way of the line from
Esperance northwards. Three times the
Labour Government had to introduce a Bill,
and three times it was defeated. It was the
opposition that caused the delay, and the in-
ference now is that it is left to the present
Government to do all the work for which
credit could be claimed.

The Premier: No,
yours.

The credit shall be

[ASSEMBLY.}

The Minister for Works:
credit and we do all the work.

Hon. T. WALKER: The time to do the
work was when it was started. It waa started
befare the Labour Government jeft office.

The Minister for Agricultura: I hope you
will take my assurance that I gave you every
eredit in your own district for the diligence
you bave displayed.

Hon. T. WALKER: Tt is not any personal
credit that anyone could take. It is a great
national work, It is more national in its
intensity and significance than I can express
in phrases.

The Premier:
fight for it.

Hon. T. WALEER: It means far more
than simply constructing a railway line. It
meanrs opening up practicelly a new State, or
& new provinee as the Minister for Mines sug-
gests. That province cannot be matehed in
any part, nor attained anywhere else by the
people of the State. The land to be served
is of uniform quality, perhaps millions of
acres of it, and has been almost wholly
neglected. I am glad the Minister Tecog-
nised the pioneering qualities and the good
sturdy yeoman service rendered by those who
settled in the distriet and who sufferad zvery
species of privation and hardship and fought
for so many years for their rights, notwith-
standing the sneers of this Chamber and the
falschoods that at one time issued from this
gide of the House.

The Minister for Works: You are not jus-
tified in saying that,

Hon. T. WALKER: I d¢ not mean to say
the Minister was one of those who told the
falsehoods consciouely.

The Minister for Works:
spongibility.

Hon. T. WALKER: I am not asking the
Minister to shirk it, When he was on this
side of the House falsehoods were issued from
these benches where I now stand that hawe
since been demonstrated to be falsehoods.

The Premier: No.

Hon. T. WALKER: Yes.

The Minister for Works: Whatever was
stated, was stated in good faith.

Hon. T. WALKER: That is not the point
A falsehood can be told in good faith.

Mr. Lambert: Why did they stop the con
truction of the line$

Hon. T. WALKER: Falsehoods were told
whether in good faith or bad. I give the
Minister eredit for telling what falsehooda he
told in good faith.

The Minister for Works: I will forgive you

‘The Premier: It is better to He with goot
intent than tell the truth with bad intent.

Hon. T. WALKER: That may be a littk
bit of good philosophy, but whether it fits the
case or not I do not know. It was said frow
this side of the House that the land was tor
salt to grow wheat; a demonstrited falsehoot
in view of the facts of the last few yeara.

The Minister for Works: Yet there am
reports on the filea which emanate from ex

You take the

You have put up a great

I take my re-
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perienced officers, by whom the Government
were guided.

Hon. T. WALEKER; On the same file other
experienced officers teli another story, but the
Government helieved the officers who told
against Esperance, and would not szceept
those who told in favour of the development
of the country.

Mr. Lambert: We could have had the same
adverse reports about 75 per cent. of our
lands,

Hon. T. WALKER: A greater percent-
age than that if we had gone to the trouble
of getting such reports, This has been de-
monstrated te be inaccurate. Another puint
urged from this side was that water ceuld
not be conserved on the land fer the ase of
either stock or settlers, This is :unother
falschood demonstrated cven before the La-
bour Government left office. It was never
questioned  that there were dams holding
water, even when the Bill was first intro-
duced.  Afterwards, Mr. O’Brien, of the
Water Supply Department, was sent out to
make surveys and put down dams. They were
put down and water was colleeted in them,
and their holding capacity was demoustrated
beyend question. In apite of that it was
urged the land was not fit for settlement,
because it was too porous. I am instancing
these cases as proofs of what I say that the
delay was not caused by the Labour Gov-
ernment then in office.  The line had al-
ready heen commenced when it was suddenly
stopped. The Wilson Government came into
office, and the ukase went forth that the
work was not to be proceded with. The good
faith of the Labour Government was shown
by their constructing nbout ten miles of
earthwork to prepare for the laying of a
permanent track, That work, however, was
stopped, and 12 miles of wetal for the road
was left upon the wharf at Esperance wait-
ing until there shoutd be some kind of gnlve
which would ease the conscience of those who
had taken such an obstinate part in resisting
the construction of the line. A Comwmission
was appointed and it did exceedingly good
work. It was unnecessary, because ull the
argument and testimony that they :ecumu-
lated had been accumulated before, but the
Commission gave it in such a form that their
conclusions were irresistible.

The Premier: The line is built now,

Hon. T. WALKER: Even after the Com-
misston had reported it was very long in-
deed before a start was made with the work
of construction, the argument being ‘hat rails
were expensive, and We had to wait until
there was a fall in the market. After long
delay and repeated disappointment the work
of comstruction was commenced at the point
where it was left off by the Labour Covern-
ment, and it is now nearly completed as au-
thorised. PBut I desire that the line shall go
further. T have already given reasons, and if
more are required I have them in the state-
ment of the Minister for Agriculture himself.
But before I read the statement of the Minis-
ter for Agriculture I may be permitted to

quote what the special reporter of the
“*West Australian,”’ who acecompanied the
Minister for Agriculturc to that part of the
State, had to say about his visit. The article
reads—

As a farmer born and bred, no Minister
who has ever visited the Norseman to Es-
perance country is more entitled to be
heard with respeet on agrieultural matters
than the Minister for Agrieulture (Mr, 1.
K. Maley), who arrived here last night
from Norseman, with Mr. Cornell, M.L.C,
‘“I say, without hesitation,’’ remacked the
Minister, in the course of an interview
this aftermoon, ‘‘that agricultore will
spread successfully east and south from
Norseman over a vast tract of territory. 1
look forward with greater confidence to
this development than to a similar growth
east of Merredin. In the past this senth-
eastern corner of the State has had little
chance of development, but it eannot longer
be kept back. 1ts isolation must first be re-
moved, and, as settlem>nt extends south
from Norsemin and north from Esperance,
this part must inevitably he linked with
Norseman by the consiruction of the re-
maining sixty miles of railway.

I could not have said anything more peinted
than that in all my most carnest desires to
see this line completed.

Then as oagriculture spreads further rcast,

the country in that direction must be served

either by rail from a new port to be cs-
tablished cast of Esperance, or by spur
lines from the Esperance-Norseman rail-
way, with improved harbour faeiliting to
cope with the prowing needs of the district.
With the provision of these essential faeili-
ties, and the application of the best farm-
ing methods to the land, this provin¢e must
hecome the most impertant belt of wheat-
producing country in Western Anstralia,
and probably in the whole Commonwealth,

The Minister for Mines: I read that, and
it did not make the same impression on e,
as it has now made after my having listened
to you.

Hon. T. WALKER: The Minister for
Mines has gone so mueh over this ground, he
has seen so much of the country, and he is
so0 convineced of the facts that they de not
strike him as novel. He knew all about this
long ago. Ile was one of those who anthor-
ised the eonstruction of rthe line from Norge-
man to Esperance. In fact, it was the first
railway Bill he introduced te this Chamber.

The Minister for Alines: I still hold that
it should have been construeted from Norse-
man.

Hon, 7. WALKER: Undoubtedly. I have
said that what the Minister remarked is not
novel, but it will surprise some of his col-
leagues to hear the etatement he makes,

The Minister for Agriculture: That was
his first big railway effort.

Hon. T. WALEER: Yes, and it staads to
his credit amidst all the many misfortunes
that have befallen him since. When the Min-
ister for Apriculture spoke of this area as
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the most important wheat-producing country
probably in the whole of the Commoawealth,
he could not have said anything more enlo-
gistiec. The Minister goes on further and
shows tlle area that will be served. "We are
face to face with one of the most zigantic
problems of modern times, that of making the
Commenwealth safe against possible aggres-
sion on the part of people who in the foture
may be hostile to us. Therefore, there can
be nothing mere impertant than the utter-
ance of the Minister for Agriculture, He
goes on to say:-—

In regard@ to the unbroken aren of first-
class forest ceuntry extending from Zan-
thus southward, and eastward to Eyve, the
location of which the Premier anaonnced
in Wednesday’s ‘‘West Australian’?

J may explain for the benefit of hon. mem-
bers who do not know the district, that Zan-
thus i3 on the Transcontinental line, and if
we ean connect that line with the Esperance
district the railway comunication we seek
must declare itself a necessity.
I have here maps, supplied by the Act-
ing Surveyor-General, on which he has
marked in this belt and entered the avail-
able rainfall figures. It lies about 150
miles cast of Esperance, stretehing almost
due east from Norseman, and running
through Fraser’s Range is another tremen-
dous area of forest country, which joina
the newly-discovered belt, A little east
of Balladonia there is also a fine run of
first-class forest country. From Norgeman
directiy south, towards Esperance, at pres-
ent, scleetion i3 confined to the land within
a radius of 15 miles from the Esperance
Nerthward railway, which is 66 miles long,
but in the Mount Ridley district, which is
about 20 miles beyond that radivs, and due
cast of Grass Patch, there is another fine
belt of 300,000 acres of first-class forest
and mallee country. In a south-easterly
direction from Mount Ridley, towurds the
Duke of Orleans Bay, there is another fine
run of mallee country. I have talked with
Mr. Gulil, who has been a pastoralist at
Fraser’s Range for many years, and Mr.
White, the land officer at Esperance, who
has been in the distriet over 20 years.
These men have an intimate knowledge of
the Fraser’s Range-Balladonia country,
and they confirm what bas already been
gtated—that good land exists all the way
from Norzeman .to Balladonia, and that
the big belt of forest country mentioned
by the Premicr cxtends from Zaathus
south-gasterly to Eyre. While motoring
down from Norseman yesterday, the quality
of the country from .that town southward
. until the mallee belt is reached anpealed
to me as being uniformly good. The tim-
ber consists mostly of blackbutt, yate, sal-
mon gum, and boree, with small serub and
saltbush. An examination of the rainfall
records in the eastern country throws an
interesting light on its agricultral future,
and is surprisingly satisfactory. At Fras-
er’s Range records kept over 20 years show
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an average anoual rainfall of 12.504n.,
while the seasonal average, between April
and Oectober, is 8.20in. Records taken at
Zanthus for cight years show am average
rainfall of 11.84im., with an April-October
average of 6.20in. At Balladonia records
kept for 31 years give an aunual average
of 9.76in., with a scasonal average of 6.31
in. At Eyre the anneal average for 38
years is 11.38in., and the April-October
average 8.25in. 'What appeals to me most
on an analysis of these figures is that the
whole of this country from Norscman right
east through Fraser’s Range and Balla-
donin dewn toe Eyre comes under the
coastal influenee, with the result that the
elimatic conditions are relatively not nearly
so harsh as those existing in our eastern
wheat belt from Merredin eastward. For
the purpose of comparison T may mention
that Jast season, which was not a partie-
ularly favourable one, though the rainfall
during the growing period at Merredin
was only a little over six inches, by adopt-
ing proper farming practice at the State
farm we obtained a wonderfully good
grain yield, the avcrage being 17 bushels
—almost the best in the history of the
farm. With the applieation of proper
methods of farming to the Esperance
mallee and the whole of the agricultural
country in this ¢orner of the State, I have
not the slightest doubt about the suecesg
of farming throughout the whole of this
wonderful belt of country lying east and
south of Norseman, which amounts in all
to many millions of acres. Just what
methods are to be adopted for the develop-
ment of this country is a matter for fur-
ther consideration and examination by the
expert officers of the department, Every-
thing pointa clearly, however, to the fact
that we have here awaiting development
a huge belt of uniformly good country in
which water conservation by means of
dams has proved effective, particularly in
the mallee. Last year a great number of
dams throughout our eastern and north-
eastern wheat belt were dry, but every
dam in the Esperance country was full
to overflowing, and I am informed that the
town dam at Norseman has never been dry
ginee it was first constructed many years
ago.

Mr. Harrison: How many miles of forest
country arc there hefore one gets to the
mallee?

Hoon. T. WALKER: Practically 60 miles
of good forest country. However, it runs
ngt merely north and south, but extends east-
ward and westward.

The Minister for Mines: Right across to
Newidegate.

Hon. T, WALKER: Exactly. It joins up
with the good lond in the South-West of this
State. There iz no part of Western Aua-
tralia where there is suech uniformly good
eountry as in the Esperaunce-Norseman area,
or country so easy to clear. I wish to place
on record what the Minister for Agriculture
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has said of this country. I want the House to
know it, and the people through the House.
When he was interviewed, and given a sort ot
reception, the Minister made a reply of which
I have here a presumably abbreviated report,
but a report which I think fully eonveys hig
meaning—

Mr. Maley, in the covrse of his reply,
promised to make representations regard-
ing freights, bills of lading, townsite
blocks, and a land office. He fully real-
jsed, he said, the tremendous difficulties
under which the early Esperance settlers
had laboured, but the old bogeys which
had been raised against the distriet had
all been effectively disposed of, and they
now had their railway. He had already
stated his firm convietion that in this
corner the State would evenfually prove to
have the biggest uniform and continuous
belt of good wheat land in Australia.
Throughout his trip he had taken every
opportunity of discussing with the people,
whose many years of travel and experience
qualified them to express opinions, the
quality of the country lying eastward of
the Esperanee-Norseman road, and all the
additional information he had gleanad
confirmed his earlier opinions. The quality
of the Esperanece DMallee belt had been
proved beyoud question, and he was eon-
fident that further east there was a vast
area of country quite as good, and very
much of it greatly superiotr. In that por-
tion of the State he believed that there
was enough high-grade agricultural land
to satisfy land selectors for an indefinite
number of years ahead, and arrangements
must be made for an early and ecompre-
hengive elagsification of the whole terri-
tory. From a developmental viewpoint it
was impossible that the Esperance-North-
ward railway could be left indefinitely in
its present position, and its completion

_would be the forerunner of other railway
_ enterprises in that province, He bhelieved
that the area further east would probably
" require to be served by the buiﬁiing of
spur lines, both from Norseman and Grass
Pateh. Regarding the speculative holding
of land in the present mallee belt, now that
the railway had been built, the Government
wonld take prowmpt steps to ensure that
peopte who had taken up land cither de-
veloped it or forfeited it to others whe
would do so. Up to date 430 blocks had
been selected, and comparatively few re-
mained available, yet the settlers in ocen-
pation numbered only 150, but this condi-
tion could not and would not be permitted
to continue. The distriet bad given ample
evidence of the success which awaited men
who were willing to work. Those who dis-
played energy and initiative eould rely on
the Government to assist them in working
out their problems, but it was no vse men
imagining that they eould succeed by using
the Goveroment as a post to lean apgainst.
They had a magnificent helt of country, and
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the Government was preparcd to take its
proper share in assisting development. He
confessed that the district had aroused his
interest and fired his imagination, and he
could assure them that, as the result of his
visit, Esperance had gained a new cham-
pion, because he had been convinced of the
greatness of its future,

If I wanted an advocate on the Government
side, an advocate with whom the responsi-
bility lay, I could not bave chosen a better
one than the Minister for Apgriculture. He
has argved the ecase for me. He has declared
as 8 Minister, with Ministerial responsibility,
the necessity for having the line from 66
miles north of Esperance linked up with
Norseman. He has shown that the eompletion
of the line will open up a vast territory which
is uniformly good, which is described as some
of the very best in the whole of the Common-
wealth. The Government who wounid stop
the line and take up the machinery for
eompletion would be guilty of pgross neg-
ligence, and, more than that, wonld be
doing an enormous injury to that part
of the State. They would be aguin dis-
appointing the people there whe have gome
through untold, immeasurable troubles and
trinls in holding on after disappointment
upon disappointment. The Goverament would
be inflicting that disappointment on those
people even by the want of ease of man-
agement and control. On" those grounds the
Government would be repeating the evils of
their predecessors, and still further handicap-
ping a part of their own State. I know that
in the past it was believed that if Esperance
harbour were opened and railway lines were
construeted from that port, Fremanile and
Perth would drop out of the contest for the
supply of the cutback districts with their
eommercial necessities. But if this land is of
the character deseribed by the Minister for
Agriculture—and I know it to be so—then
by completing the Norsemun-Esperauce line
we open up new local markets for every-
body in the whole of this great State, create
additional markets, do something of a prae-
tical character to make ends meet with the
finances of the State, and help to avoid the
continuous repetition of a deficit. Those who
are invited from England will have a chance
of success, and will be relieved from the long
delay and severe privation involved in a ser-
vitude to get experience. That Norseman
land is land that can be easily worked, and
it is crying for people, inviting settloment;
and the way to make scttlemeant secure
and permanent is to give the people
every possible railway facility. The creation
of that railway will not only link up Es-
perance with the goldfields and with the
existing railway lines of the State, thus giv-
ing the goldfields people a natural ountlet to
the nearest harbour and water resort, but
will link up the Norseman country with the
Eastern States through the Transcontinental
railway.



Mr. IHarrison: You ought to see that the
Federal members visit that portion of your
electorate,

Hon. T. WALKER: Some of them have
done go. 8o indignant were some of those
who were members in the past, that at one
time they threatened to construet the line
themselves and to separate that part of this
State from the western portion of Western
Australia, if there was longer delay.

Hon. W. C. Apgwin: They could not do it.

Hon. T. WALKER: I know that, but that
was the talk at the time. Further, by the
construction of this railway we are bound to
open Esperance harbour, and by opening Es-
perance harbour we are opening a sea road
between  Fremantle and Bunbury and
Albany and Esperance, and so advanc-
ing our shipping interests on the coast
line. We are going to find employ-
ment for thousands and provide for trad-
ers and merchants of all sorts, along the sea-
coast as well as on the railway line. For
national development purposes it is a neces-
sary work. We cannot afford to let the line
stop where it is. It is extreme folly to leave
it at its present terminvs. We must carry it
through so a8 to make it pay, and by making
it pay make our other lines pay, make our
sea trade pay and so develop trade from East
to West. It is a short-sighted policy to
imagine that the State can flourish whilst we
deliberately adopt a policy that will starve
a portion of the State. The welfare of the
whole State depends on the well-being of the
whole State. Make development simultane-
ously as far and wide as we ean, and the
whole eitizenship of the State receives profit
and advantage aceordingly. It is for that
purpose, as a national one, apart from its
heing a provineial one, in the interests of
the whole of the State, of the people of to-
day and of the future, that I move my
motion.

On motion by the Minister for Works, de-
bate adjourned.

[The Speaker resumed the Chair.]

PAPERS — STATE HOTELS,
ADULTERATED LIQUOR.

Mr. MUNSIE (Hannans) [9.47] I move—

That all papers in connection with the
taquiry into adultcrated liquor at State
hotels, including a copy of the evidence and
the report of the Commissioner, be leid on
the Table of the House.

From the reply of the Minister to the ques-
tion I agked some time ago in respect of
laying these papers on the Table, I take it
he is prepared to treat the motion as formal.

Question put and passed.
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PAPERS—E. H. HAMEL, RETIREMENT.

Mr. HUGHES (East Perth) [9.48]: 1
moce—

That the whole of the papers in connec-
tion with the retiremeant of Lithographic
Draftsman E. H. Hamel from the Publia
Service be laid on the Table of the ITouse.

I understand this motion is to he treated as
formal.

Question put and passed.

BILL—STATE TRADING CONCERNS
ACT AMENDMENT.

Leave to Introduce.

Order of the Day read for the resumption
from 5th September of the debate c¢n the
motion by Mr. A. Thomson for leave to intro-
duce a Bill for an Act to amend the State
Trading Concerns Act, 1016.

Question put and passed.

Bill introduced and, on motion by Mr, A.
Thomson, read a first time.

BILL—ARCHITECTS ACT AMENDMENT.
Second Reading.

Mr, LATHAM (York) [9.52] in moving
the second reading said: This is a short Bill
to amend the Act of 1921 with a view to
removing an injury caused by that Aet. The
meagure provides that men who were appren-
ticed to architects prior to the commencement
of the Act may be registered under the Act.
Many of those men were articled and, three
or four months after the passing of the pro-
vigional Loard, they had served their ap-
prenticeship. Under the Act it is neeessary
that those men take a course of study at
the University and pass an academic exam-
ination set by the board. Saome of them aure
returned soldiers getting on in years., Pro-
vision i3 made in the Bill for their registra-
tion subject to their having from the archi-
tects to whom they were articled certificates
that they are gnalificd to practice, When ir
1921 the then Bill was geing through anclher
piace, the Leader of the tHouse said the pro-
visional bourd wouldl register such persons
as applied for registration and were yualified,
and would then make arrangements for hold-
ing an election for a permanent board. The
Minister pointed out that those were practie-
ally the sole functions of the provisional
board. Sir Edward Wittenoom observed that
there were some practical men clever caough
to improvise designs for buildings or <hear-
ing sheds, but who had ncver obtained cer-
tifientes or degrees in  architecture. He
said that so loug as he was assured Lhut
the practical man would not be affected by
the Bill, he would support the seeond rcad-
ing. Evidently it was then thought by mem-
bers of another place that some hardships
might be inflicted by the Aet of 1921. The
Act has inflicted hardships the removal of



[19 Serremeer, 1923.)

which is the object of the Bil). Clause 3 pro-
vides for the registration of men who were
practising ag architects prior to the ¢om-
mencement of the Act. The provisional board
refused the application of some of those
men for registration, notwithstanding that
these men had been practising as architeets
for a considerable time, Paragraph (b} of
Subsection 2 of Seetion 13 of the Aet pro-
vides for the registration of amy applicant
who proves to the satisfaction of the pro-
visional hoard that he is and for the next pre-
¢eding 12 montlis has been publicly and bona
fide practising as aun architeet. in Western
Auvstralia or that he is or at some other time
prior to the commencement of the Act was
engaged as an agsistant to an architoet in
Western Augtralia and has had at least seven
years expericnce. Such a man is entitled to
registration, mnotwithsfanding which some
have been refused. TIn the House of Com-
mons is a Bill drafted by the Royal Institute
of Azxchitects with a view to the cstablish-
ment of a recognised board of architests. Tn
that Bill provision is made for a lomger
period than six months during which the pro-
visional bhoard shall act., The six months
provided in our Act is altogether too short.
Tn the Bill T am asking for an extension of
that period for arn additional three montbs,
and that the powers vested in the provisjonal
board shall be granted to the permanent
board. I do not wish to interfere with the
profession at all. No injustice will be done
by the passage of the Bill. Tt provides, not
for the future, but merely that those pre-
viously apprenticed shall at the conclusion of
their artielts be entitled to registration with-
out having to sit for a further academic ox-
amination. It is only fair that we should
rectify any injusticé that has been imposed
by the existing Act.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: Will not the board
agree to register those men?

Mr. LATHAM: The board say they have
not the power.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: The Bill will net
compel the board to register them.

Mr. LATHAM: T think it will.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: No, they must satisfy
the board as to their quaiifications.

Mr. LATHAM: Seetion 14 of the .Aet
provides that after the provisional hoard shan
have ceased to exist no person shall. except
as hereinafier provided, be registered as an
architect unless he anplies for registration fo
the Architects Board of Western Australia
and proves to the satisfaction of the bLoard
that he resides in Western Australia, has at-
tained the age of 21 vears and is a person of
pgood character and reputation. Clause 2 of
the Bill amends that seection by the addition
to paragraph (@) of the following words—

Or holds a certificate ic writing by the
practising architeet to whom the appli-
eant is articled or indentured to the effect
that the applicant has sueh knowledge and
experienee as to justify his registration.
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That makes it obligatory on the board to
register an applicant.

Mz, Hughbes: Does that mean that persons
gerving articles at present will be exempti?

Mr. LATHAM: Provided they were ap-
prentived prior to the commencement of the
Act of 1921. Otherwise we vould not make
any use of the University education. We are
providing for a University education and it
is only right these people should avail them-
selves of it. I move—

That the Bill be now read a second time.

On motion by the Minister for Works, de-
bate adjourned.

BILL—LOCAL AUTHORITIES (ADDI-
TIONAL POWERS).

Second Reading.
Debate resumed from the 5th September.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS (Hon. W,
J. George—Murray-Wellington) [10.2]: I
moved the adjournment of the debate becanse
T had not had an opportuniiy to study the
provisions of the Bill. It is desirable and
necessary that when authority is sought to
give additional powers to or take away pow-
ers from local authorities, the measure should
be thoroughly examincd by the local govern-
ment braneh of the Public Works Depart-
ment to ascertain the exact effeét of the
proposals. There have been instances where
simple amendments have been passed and
afterwards it has been found pecessary to
correct what was done. This Bill has been
examined and I can see no objection to pass-
ing it. Therefore I support the second read-
ing.

Question put and passed.

Rill read a second time.

In Commitiee.

Mr. Munsie in the Chair; Mr. Stubbs in
charge of the Bill

Clause l-—agreed to.

Clauso 2-—Interpretation:

Hon. W. &, ANGWIN: This Bill will
give the local authorities very wide powers.
Doubtless it is 2 move in the right direction.
Where competition exisis there is 2 possi-
hility of such entertainments becoming a
charge on the ratepayers, but I regard the
Bill as a means to enable local authorities
to provide pablic recreation and amusement,
not only in the principal towns in which local
authorities are situated, but in other centres
also.

Clause put and passed.

Clause 3, Title—agreed to.

Bill reported without amendment and the
report adopted.



BILL-LUNACY ACT AMENDMENT.
Second Reading.
Debate resumed from the 5th September.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY (Hon,
R. 8. Sampson—Swan) [10.18]: I do not
oppose this meagure., It has been realised
for some time that an amendment on the
lines suggested was necessary and, indeed,
the subject was under consideration. The
matter has been fully explained by the mem-
ber for South Fremantle (Mr. MeCallum}).
At the moment there is one inmate in the
Hospital for the Insane to whom this will
particularly apply. If there was only one
guch case, it would be ample justification for
the amendment, but in future there may be
greater need for it,

Question put and passed.
Bill rcad a sccond time,

In Committes.

My, Muasie in the Chair;
in charge of the Bill.

Clause I1—agreed to.
Clause 2—Amendment of Section 107:

Hon, W, C. ANGWIN: The Minister said
the Governmeni had intended to move in this
direction. As the Bill seeks to amend only
one section of the Ack, no other amendment
c¢an be included. There are other pecple in
the institution desirous of appearing before
a judge. Atf present a case cannot be bronght
before a judge unless he bas a declarition
that the person is ssme. There are some in-
mates who, although they cannot be classified
a8 sane, might be capable of taking care of
themselves, and a jndge might order their
release on probation if only they ecould be
brought before him. The Royal Commission
recommended an alteration se that these
people could be brought before a judge.

Mr. Money: Sorely the decision as to
sanity is a medical opinion.

Hon, W, €, ANGWIN: Sometimes there
is a difference of opinion on the part of
doctors. A person may not be absolutely in-
sane but be fit to be discharged, although as
the law stands he canunot go before a judge
and apply for his discharge. If the law had
been amended, as recommended by the Royal
Commission, such c¢ases could have been pro-
vided for. At present if the authorities of
the asylum say a man is not fit to be released
he cannot go before the court and apply for
his discharge.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: T am a
littie doubtful as te whether it will be pos-
gible to bring in other amendmenis at this
sfage, to cover the cases instanced by the
member for North-East Fremantle.

Hon. W. .C. Angwin: You can bring in
another Bill.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY:
not like to sce this Bill held up.

Mr. MeCallum

I wounld
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Hon. W, C. Angwin: Let it go. My poiet
i an altogether different one.

The COLONTAL SECRETARY: I will
take the risk of letting it go, so as to avoid
further delay in dealiog with the case in
which the member for South Fremantle is in-
terested.

Clause put and passed.
Title—agreed to.

Bill reported without amendment, and the
report adopted.

House adjourned at 10.2¢ p.m.
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The SPEAKER took the Chair at 4.30 p.m.,
and read prayers,

QUESTION-—GROUP SETTLEMENTS.,
Medical Care and Maternity Cases.

Mrs. COWAN asked the Premier: 1, Have
the Governmcnt done anything to prcmde
any kind of medical care for the group settle-
ments? 2, Is it not possible to place this
most mecessaty matter in the bands of the
Medical Department to deal witht 3, If not,
why not? 4, Have arrangement been made at
any of the group settlements to enable mater-
nity cases to receive proper care and aften-
tion¥ 5, If not, why not¥ 6, Is the Premier
aware that the Busselton hospital midwifery
ward is closed and that there is mo private
midwifery hospital in the town to take mid-
wifery cases? 7, When was the Busselton mid-
wifery ward c‘iosed, and for what reason? 8,
What arvangements are now being made to
bandle midwifery cases? 9, Is the Premier
aware that correspondence addressed to the
Busselton hospital on tbe 7th Auwgust asking
what medical atteption is given there had not
been replied to on the 7th September, and
probably has not been replied to yett 10,
Would it not be possible to provide one shack
at each group where maternity cases could at
least bhe given privacy? 11, Is the Premiet



